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MONG many, three particular. 92 
per ſuaded me to publiſh this toten oh old 
— grace in England. ._ 
« The requeſts of ſome valuable friends. 
The bleſſmg upon the firſt, and repeated publica- 
tions thereof in Holland, which 2 as 7 am faith- 
Fully informed) were uncommon. 
And thegloryof God in the ſalvation of his people. 
I know a work of this nature is heartily necerved 
40 by them that fean God and have taſted of his 
goodneſs ;, the world is daring - enough 10' call the 
work of the bleſſed Spirit of God Enthuſiaſm, and 
religious madneſs : and, no wonder, fince the Holy 
Ghoſt hath declared, that the Natural Man receiv- 
et not the things of the Spirit of God, they art 
fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know them, * | 
' cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. | 
To be born again, is inthe eyes (of the 1 — 
vaptixed with water, and to have a portion of morali: 
ty : but without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
Simon was baptized, but was ſtil] in the gall of bit: 
| terneſs;, good Education may bind up Man's luſt, but 
will never change the heart; Men may eſcape the 


pollutions of the n and yet be but ſwine anus 
dogs ; nay, many luke-warm profeſſors wd lie 
under that awful ſentence, thou haſt a name that 
thou liveſt, and art dead, are counted religigus by 
Bo their 
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their neighbours ; yea, are ſo indeed, in their own 
ges, and are ftill as far from the Salvation which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, as the very prophane who are by thent 
abhorred. Many have been enlightened, have taſted 
of heavenly gifts, been made partakers of the Ho 
Ghaſ?, taſted the good word of God, and the powers 
of the world 10 come, and coming ſhort of cloſing in 
with Chriſt, have miſerably periſhed. 

' The work of Regeneration is a Heavenly impra/- 
ion on the heart, begun and carried on by the opt- 
rations of the Holy Ghoſt, with an Almighty power; 
convincing Man f his rained, loft, and helpleſs con- 
dition, ſliewing him the neceſſity of a Saviour who 
 apprehends the loſt finer, draws him to himſelf, 
and enables him by Faith to lay hold on him, and 
fo as ene (aid, unrighteouſneſs unites with the Lord 


aur - righteouſneſs, Tad fo Chriſt beromes to him 


Re” Faftificati on, en _ Re - 
LA | 

Tui work may be to them that are fru ert to ir; | 
but as a mere fiction, and let a Man — what ht 
can, if os does not . to the ow all is in 
vain.” ,' 

I hook it might hows been more acceptable 15 
ſome, if it did appear in the form of a Narrative; 
but I was afraid of loſing the very expreſſions of 
the perſon whoſe latter end is repreſented here; and 
the leaſt alteration in that material point © appeared 
zo me, as if the truth of God ſhould have N 


beholden to a lie merely for the ſake of ornament. 


My ſincere prayer to the God: of Salvation ic, 75 
Bleſs it abundantly to the ſoul f every "Reader in 
England, as he has been en 40 1 1 e 
gerda. | 
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GRACE and MERCY triumphant 
3 : IV 1 uE l 
CONVERSION and DEATH 
ANNA CATHARINA MER KS. 


Shs OTHING ſurely deferves more of an 
attention than the laſt words of dying 


'Y perſons, who ſpeak concerning things 
of the utmoſt moment and importance; we 
generally find the Death-bed detects the heart, 
25 however perſons may deceive themſelves. 
before, yet conſcience in the gloomy chambers. . 
of Death is generally awakened ;- perſons in / 
this condition having no end to gain, often 
ſpeak their apprehenſions genuine and ſincere, 
As we muſt all tread theſe gloomy Chambers 
one day ourſelves, how ſoon, we know not, 
obſervations on the behaviour of others who 
have gone before us, when in theſe circum- 
ſtances, may be a means of exciting us to 
lay theſe things to heart, Which oug t to be 
conſidered through the whole courſe of our lives. 
What I ſhall preſent my indulgent Reader 
with, will be circumſtances of this nature, ex- 
emplified in the peculiar life, - experience, and 
death of a young woman, executed in the city 
of * Rotterdam in Holland, the 11th of 
June, 1763. I am certain, if it be received 


* Rotterdam, a pleaſant City in Seurh Holland, on the | 
e > with. 
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2 Grace and Mercy triumphant | 


with the ſame divine bleſſing upon it in Eyp- 
land, as it was in Holland and adjacent 
countries, my labours will not be in vain. 
Happy ſhall I be, if the glory. of God, and 
the good of his dear people ſhall be promoted 
thereby. 2 1 
It is for the moſt part a tranſlation out of 
the Dutch, but the Tranſlator was at the 
time this happened not an unconcerned eye- 
witneſs thereof; but as he truſts his aim in, 
this, is the exaltation of free eleging Grace 
and Mercy, and the good of God's church in 


England, he will ſay no more of it, but pr oceed 


to the work itſelf. DO l e ee 
Tucſday the ↄth of June, 1763, about five 

o'clock in the afternoon, a Miniſter was order- 

ed to viſit a young woman in the priſon, and 


placed there in the Mourning- Chamber e, which . 


woman he found unconcerned aſteep. - 
He deſired ſhe ſhould, be awakened, ſaying, 
that his intention in coming there was to {| X 
about matters of the utmoſt importance; Con- 
ſequently ſhe was awakened, when the Mini- 
ſter deſired ro know her name, which ſhe ſaid. 
was Anna Cathariria Merks, the place of 
her birth, Bet +, near Oirſhot, her age, be- 
tween one or two and twenty, her religion, 
ſhe ſaid, was the Roman Catholic, Upon be- 


* Moutning-Chamber is a place where no perſons are 
confined but thoſe whole .crimes. are found capital, to 
whom the firſt intelligence that they are to die, is given 
by a Miniſter purpoſely ſent to them by the Ei ; the 
ſenterſce of Death is pronounced. long after, and but a 
few minutes before the execution. | n 
- + Bes, a village upon the borders of Holland near 

Flanders. F 
" ing 


, thi Converfon of A. C. Merk. 3 


ing aſked the queſtion, why he found her in 
ſo ſad a place? She anſwered, ſhe had com- 
mitted rach deeds as had brought her there. 
- Upon this the "Miniſter told her that he 
was not at all N at her anſwer, becauſe 
it is always a bad omen when a Miniſter is 
defired to viſit a perſon in ſuch a place; ſuch 
'erſons indeed, ſaid he, thus ſent unto, can 
ave no long expectation of life. Oh! (cried 
ſhe aloud) muſt I then part with my young 
life! The Miniſter, gave her a few minutes, 
time to weep, replying only, that ſhe muſt, 
part with that young life, becauſe ſhe had 
ſpent it ſo wickedly, enquiring at the ſame 
time in what manner ſhe. had got her living ? 


Upon which ſhe replied, that ſhe had been a : 


ſervant. Enquiring if ſhe always had been a 
ſervant, ſhe anſwered, if it had been ſo ſhe 
ſhould not be now in ſuch a place. 2 
. The operation of ſadneſs on ſuch occaſions, - 
commonly takes ſudden, hold on the heart, 
and cauſeth either a deep gloomy ſilence, or 
on the contrary, an openneſs of confeſſion and 
ſelf-accuſation, the laſt of which , found place 
in her, declaring to him, that ſhe was born a 


baſtard; that her mother died while ſhe was 


young, and being left to herſelf, without care 


and education, ſhe, had led a rambling . life 


where ſhe. pleaſed. - In the city of Dordregt* - 
ſhe had bound herſelf to dwell at Amſterdam . 
as a ſervant to a Hardwareman ; conſequently | 


'* Dordregt, an old trading city in South Holland, on 
the river Maas. 110 Rs ea 2 
+ Amfterdam, a very capital trading city in the North 
of Holland, on the river 7, * Re 
2 ſhe 
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| the had been travelling to many. fairs, and 
when ſhe perceived it to be a profitable buſi- 
neſs, ſhe began by degrees to trade for herſelf, 


and had not been unſucceſsful, havidg laid up 


a little money by it. 


In that ſituation of life a Soldier "caſt his” 


eyes upon her, but had left her without mar- 
rying her; ſome days after this, ſhe declared 
| ſhe was with child by that Soldier, to whom 


| (upon his having promiſed her _marriage) ſhe 


had given up herſelf, and that ſhe laid in of 


that child in the city of Leyden *, which died 


being hve weeks old, 


Atter the Soldier had left het” and all her 
in, ſhe led 


a rambling life, and maintained herſelf by ſteal- 


ſubſtance was ſpent in her lying 


ing others Property, though at that time not 
quite ſeventeen years old. 


All the unhappineſs which her whoredom 
with the Soldier had brought upon her, did 


not make her ſtop here; but going on in the 


ſame wicked courſe, ſhe proved with child 
again, and as thieving was her only trade, ſhe 
"was caſt into priſon for it in the town of 
there delivered of a dead 


Vianen f, and 


child. 175 
After her recovery from childbed, ſhe was 


in the ſame town tried, caſt, and 'publickly 


' puniſhed and ſhamed by the hands of the 


hangman in the month of November, 1762. 


As all the unhappy iſſues of her whoredom 


in South Holland.” 


witty 


+ Vianen, a town in South Holland near the river - 


Let. ns 
with 


® Leyden 1s a 2 inland city, with a famous Uni- 


=—_ 


in the come, of A. . Merks. 5 


with the Soldier, did not ſtop her in. that 
courſe of life, the infliction of public ſhame 
and puniſhment was alſo unable to ſtop her 
from thieving, being ſcarcely ſet at liberty be- 
fore ſhe went on in her old courſe of life, 
till being detected near Y7/ehnonde by ſome 
farmers children, was thereũpon ſurrounded 
by the neighbours, and delivered to an officer 
de be conducted ſafe to the priſon in Rotter. 
dam, the 8th of May 1763 T. u NN 
But to return, the Miniſter demanded of 
her what the fountain was from whence ſin 
proceeded ? Her anfwer was, the wicked one, 
meaning thereby the Devil; he told her this 
was very true; but, replied he, don't you 
think you have committed that evil yourſelf? - 
She anſwered yes, but that it was by the in- 
ſtigation of the Devil, But, ſaid be, notwith- 
ſtanding it is as you ſay, yet you yourſelf will 
certainly be puniſhed- for it, for I obſerve in 
every man evil, yea even in the youth ſome- 
thing very wicked, which it ſeems the Devil 
layeth hold on in order to make man more 
wicked. | 

Thus after he had told her that there was 
ſuch wickedneſs in man, manifeſtly viſible in 
their youth, he deſired to know of her if God 
created man with that principle of wickedneſs - 
in him? I cannot comprehend it otherwiſe, 

faid ſhe, You do very well, replied: the Mi- 


® Yſelmonde, a village on the river Maas, about fire 
miles from Rotterdam. 

The Officer declared that he had minded to let her 
. but her — behavicher-with her curſing and 

earing, provoked him to bring her Þ priſon, 
33 © niſter, 
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viſter, in ſpeaking plain your mind, as you 
comprehend it; but ſuppoſe, proceeded he, if 
God has created Man as you apprehend it, 
the conſequence will be that God is the author 
of ſin; but God being perfectly good himſelf 
cannot create fin, as 4 £009 tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit. * 

Have you never, mad be, after you have 
committed ſome wickedneſs, found ſome anxi 
within you? Tes, ſaid | ſhe. - He deſired 
know of her from whence that proceeded, 
but her anſwer was ſhe could not tell. It is, 
ſays he, from the conſcience, created -of God 
in every man as an officer of God's juſtice, 
Do you know, ſaid he, that there is a God? 
I have heard fo, replied ſhe, but I know no 
more of it. You believe then, proceeded he, 
you have not created yourſelf. She anſwered, 
ſhe knew that. Yet, replied he, you are 
created, ſome being muſt then neceſſarily have 

ereated you; that being is almighty, 1 that 
almighty one is God. 

Can you tell me, ſaid he, who was the feſt 
man? Adam, ſaid the ; but the queſtion bei 
Put to her, if ſhe knew of any command p- | 
God given to that Adam, ſhe anſwered, no. 

The Miniſter beholding her great ignorance; 
and being moved with compaſſion thereat, 
ſought to know if ſhe knew any thing of the 
Holy Scriptures. She declared ſhe knew no- 
thing of them, and her reaſon was, ſhe could 

7 "18 not read. 

Iz be Miniſter then deſired the Goal-keeper 
L to let him have a Bible, out of which he 

read we beyond r of e and told 


of . 
o * * 
4 a 


in the Converſion of A, C. Merks. 7 


her ſhe was right in calling the firſt man 
Adam. You fee, ſays he, this book muſt 
certainly be very old, ſpeaking of ſuch ancient 
things as I have been reading to you: She 
acknowledged this, being not quite inattentive, 
This book, proceeded he, is a godly book, 
your whole life, with all your actions, ſins and 
thoughts, are to be found herein. The firſt 
man Adam, ſaid he, received a command 
ment from God, which he tranſgreſſed; read - 
ing the third Chapter of Geneſis from the firſt 
to the ſixth verſe to her, from that Adam de- 
ſcended all men, though ſo numerous and of 
ſo many diſtinctions. He told her, that man 
proceeds from man, and as Adam by his tranf- 
greſſion became a ſinner, conſequently nothing 
but ſinners could proceed from him, and ſo all 
men are become ſinners. AL | 
_ ,- Comparing this with the fifteenth Chapter 
of Matthew and the nineteenth | verſe,” out of 
the heart proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, 
Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts,” falſe Witneſs, 
Hlaſpbemies. You ſee, ſaid he, here is your 
very picture, which he cleared up a little more 
to her, aſking her if ſhe did not wonder to 
find her very-deeds and thoughts ſo--accurately 
expreſſed in that book, and if that really was 
not her very picture? She anſwered, yes; and 
he going on ſaid, don't you think God created 
Adam good and upright? but that through” 
his en he is fallen and ruined; be- 
cauſe, if God hath not created Adam * 
God muſt be the author of fin, and you know 
I have read it otherwiſe to you in the ſecond” 
Chapter of Geneſis; ' anſwered this wholly 
e | 4 in 
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in the affirmative. Do you know, ſaid he; the 


ten Commandments? and her anſwer was, yes, 
repeating the ſame in rhime, but according to 
the Roman Church, making from the firſt and 
ſecond but one, and leaving out the tenth 
Command ment. | | 

The Miniſter, without taking-ſeemingly any 
notice of this, told her only, that the Holy 
Scripture was a wonderful book, being ſo many 
years older than herſelf ; ſhe, and all men, very 
perfectly were deſcribed therein. Out of this 
book, ſaid he, will I read to you the ten Com- 
mandments, and began with the preface of 


| Moſes, in order that ſhe might hear it to be 


the law of God; but mentioning nothing of 
the two firſt commandments,” chuſing not to 
enter in controverſy with the ſentiments of the 
Church of Rome, began with the third Com- 
mandment, deſiring to know of her, if ſhe 
was not guilty in that Commandment? if ſhe- 
had not abuſed God's moſt holy and glorious 
name above a. thouſand times in her life-time'?- 
If ſhe was not guilty of curſing, vain ſwearing, - 
and blaſpheming the name of God, and other 
ſins of that nature? and if ſhe, when hearing 


ſuch fins committed by others, had not been 
ſilent under it, without rebuking them for it, 


and ſo conſenting to it, was become a partaker 
of the ſame fin and guilt? and when God's 
name was uſed by her, if ſne had done it with 
that fear, and the inward feelings of that awe 
and reverence which is due to God's name? 
Now in this Commandment, faid he, God will 
hold the guilty, not guiltleſs; and as it is not 


« expreſſed what kind of puniſhment God will 


inflict, 


in ii Death of A. 2 Merks. 9 


| Inflit, all ſorts of puniſhments are to be ex- 
pected, and ſo you will be puniſhec. 
She acknowledged herſelf to be guilty in 
© committing, and omitting againſt that Com- 
mandment. en 4; > ak 
Going on with the fourth Commandment, 
he defired to know if ſhe had always kept the 
Lord's Sabbath-day holy ? if ſhe had done no 
manner of work, nor taken her pleaſure, nei- 
ther ſtolen therein? and if ſhe had always 
faithfully attended God's ordinances? She 
anſwered, ſhe had broken that Commandment 
alſo ; ſhe had not been thirty times in all her 
life to church, and then it had been merely out 
of pleaſure, and far from any religious prin- 
ciple. | 8 | . 
en the reading of the fifth Command. 
ment, the ſaid, ſhe was not guilty of breaking; 
my mother, ſaid ſhe, died while I was young, 
and my father did never own me as his; buc 
the Miniſter told her, that not only father and 
mother, but magiſtrates, and all perſons under 
whom we are placed, mult be underſtood by 
the word parents; declaring her to be guilty 
according to her own hiitory, being run away 
from the people by whom ſhe was bound a 
ſervant, in the very place ſhe was born, and 
ſo had been diſobedient to them; thus had loſt 
the bleſſing here promiſed, and forfeited her 
life, and if ſhe had done nothing elſe, but 
only the fins committed againſt this Com- 
mandment, on which ſhe juſt now declared 
herſelf guiltleſs, ſhe was guilty of death. be- 
fore God, | | {6 
| Upon 
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Upon the reading of the ſixth Command. 
ment, ſhe anſwered, ſurely I am not guilty, 

8 the ſin of murder never aroſe in her 

eart. e ec PR ALOE | 
This Commandment, proceeded the Mini. 
ſter, ſpeaks particular and poſitive of murder, 
but it teaches us plainly at the ſame time, that 
the word murder comprehends the root thereof, 


as envy, hatred, malice, Sc. Deſiring to 
144 know if ſhe never had found envy, hatred, 
144 anger, or malice in her heart againſt any body ? 
17 Beſides, ſaid he, this commandment requires 
114 of us to love our neighbour as ourſelves: Did 


you, ſays he, never do any damage to your 
. neighbour? or did you all what laid in your . - 
power, to hinder that any damage ſhould come 
to him? Becauſe, ſays he, that is the natural 
conſequence of that —— or did not you moſt 
wickedly bereave him of his own, bringing da- | 
mage to him, and if it hath been in your power, 
ſhould you not have ruined him? She was very 
attentive all the while, and declared herſelf to 
be a thouſand times guilty on this Command- 
ment. | i: 5 al 1 
Her anſwer upon the ſeventh Command- 
- ment was, ſhe was not guilty, becauſe ſhe had 
| never been married. Sn ee 
But, replied the Miniſter, the word Adultery 
comprehends all manner of unchaſtity z Iook 


| I inwardly, faid he, if you can find no Leproſy 
11 Po there. | | 2 tact 
f 1 She bluſhed, and ſaid, yes; but it muſt be 
t UF obſerved, ſhe had ſaid nothing at that time 
1551 about her whoredom and her two children. _ _ 
q : Upon 
1 ; 
134; 
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2 the cighth Commandment the ſaid ſhe 
was guilty. 

The ninth Comitjiallibent being read to her, - 
the Miniſter ſaid he did not doubt but ſhe was 
guilty of the breach of this; becauſe, ſaid he, 
you have very probably, even before a Magi- 
ſtrate, ſpoken about your ſelf and others, not 
always in truth and ſincerity, and if not ſo, 
this is full witneſs againſt you, you have alter- 
ed the words of your neighbours, or * 
lies of him behind his bac. 

She confeſſed to be unclean herein, concerning 
herſelf and others, | 

About the tenth Commandment, he ſaid, that 
not only the deeds therein prohibited, but at 
the ſame time, the very defires to another's pro- 
perty is ſeen; thus you ſee, ſaid he, the law to 
be a godly one, where not only the ſinful 
deeds, but the deſires alſo, are prohibited, and 
it is with you as we find in the ſeventh Chapter 
and the twenty-firſt verſe of Foſbua.. | 

The whole Law thus being read to her, and 
ſhe having declared herſelf to be guilty on every 
Commandment thereof, the Miniſter told her, 


that ſhe being found guilty on the whole laß, 


of God, ſhe ought to know that the breach 
of one fin le Commandment deſerves temporal 
and eternal death; how much the more in her 
| caſe, ſhe being found guilty on all. Inſtructing 
her out of the third Chapter of the Galatians, 
and in the tenth verſe, that ſhe lay under the 
curſe, which curſe conſiſted, 1. In a ſeparation 
from God, and remaining fo without. hope of 
being ſaved, and without communion with, or 
Th in Cod, but muſt be * from Mr 

| 'S 


* 
* 

- — ms, - - . * - * 
8 


o P * 
— "vx TS 35 VEE — * 3 md — JO -- s + 4. 
— — 
— 
— 
— 


— —— —— 
„ CW "cw 
I I — „ 3 cw 
— — 
— 
— — 


G3. w © gp 
—— — — . 
4 3 w 
- 


4 


„ 


9 ©» <« 


= - = 3 — * 05 
. * 1 1 # : . 
- - — —ę—e— 7 — — — — EE, 
as — & RY 


15 


mM 

1314; 

Nin 

in 
1 


'- glory, but an hell, a place eternally burning 


12 Grace and Mercy triumphant 


— 


face everlaſtingly miſerable. (2.) In an alie- 
nation from. the promiſes and covenants, that 
ſhe could nor now, or hereafter, expect to have 
the leaſt part in any of the promiſes promiſed 
in God's word, and without a covenant with 
God, through all the ages of eternity, ſhould 
be and remain, the property of him with whom 


ſhe was in a covenant. (3.) As you are dead 


in treſpaſſes and ſins, conſequently you never 
can enjoy eternal life, for nothing unclean can 
enter Heaven. (4.) Vou are a child of God's 
wrath, which wrath of the moſt high and dread- 
ful Majeſty, everlaſtingly will be poured out 
upon you, you being ſeparated: from the face. 
of the Almighty, Do you think, ſaid he, as 
you are dead, all will be dead? No, ſaid ſhe, 
J delieve not; but, proceeded he, do you know 
the difference betwixt men-and beaſts ? and ſhe 
anſwered, no; which queſtion he cleared up to 
her; and ſhe believed, ſaid ſhe, that after death. 
there remains a ſoul of us, which he ſhewed 
her further out of Matthew x. 28. Pray, 
ſaid he, tell me if you can, how many ways 
there be after Death ? She anſwered, Eternal 
Glory, but ſpoke nothing (which was very re- 


markable) of a Purgatory. 


Some time after this firſt opportunity, ſpeak» 
ing of Purgatory, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ſometimes, 
being in the Roman Church, heard of a Pur- 


gatory, and though ſhe had been thinking 


thereon, ſhe could never comprehend any thing 


of it. 


There is (replied the Miniſter, in anſwer ta 
his own propoſed queſtion) not only an eternal. 


of 


* 


is the Death of A. C. Ve. 15 


of unquenchable fire, wherein, all the damned 
are caſt, Pray, ſaid he, look now. upon the life 
you have led, and tell me which of them two 
places you think will be your portion. 
I T have hope, ſaid ſhe, becauſe God is merci- 
ful, he will forgive my. fins for my youth's 
TE. Wt, Es EEE. 
Will your temporal Judge, replied the Mini- 
ſter, pardon you for your youth's ſake? She 
anſwered, no. How much leſs, replied he, the: 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, God, the righte- 
ous God himſelf, you can have no hope at all 
upon this foundation; it is certain, God is. 
merciful and willing to forgive, but he is righte-, 
ous. alſo, and neither can nor will, let {in eſca 
unpuniſhed ; the ungodly ſhall ſurely ſee no 
life, and if you die in this condition, thete is 
no hope for you, nor other expectation, but to 
be caſt and kept in the flames of hell, with the 
Devil and all the damned. e 
God is too . to paſs by ſin unpuniſh- 
ed, But, ſaid he, is there no means of eſcape ? 
Ves, of prayer, ſaid ſne. Tell me, replied he, 
how can you pray? She then ſaid the Lord's 
Prayer. But, proceeded he, the prayer of the 
| wicked is an abomination unto God; how can 


one pray that is unclean ? and you have con- 


feſſed to be wholly ſuch a one. But, ſaid he, 
do you know the form of the Chriſtian Faith? _ 
She ſaid, yes; and repeated the ſame in a broken 
manner. 8 . 
The Miniſter, on purpoſe to lead her on 
by the confeſſion of the Chriſtian: faith, to the 
Doctrine of Redemption, deſired to know of 
her how many Gods there were? and her 
| anſwer 
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anſwer \ was, three; adding to it, ſhe hath, at 

ways in the Roman Church, uriderſtood it ſo. 

Bur the Miniſter told her, that the Church of 
Rome confeſſed with the Proteſtant Church 

the ſame, namely, one God in three Perſons, 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Do you know, 

proceeded he, who Jeſs Chriſt is? She an- 
ſwered, no. 

The Miniſter ſhewed her the neceſſity of the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, he being the only 
Saviour; that he was perfect man, or could be 
otherwiſe no ſurety for man, that alſo the 
payment muſt be done in the ſame nature 
wherein the debt was made. 

That he was God, becauſe no created being 
could bear the weight of the wrath of a ing 
and angry God, ſhewing that he mult not only be 


both God and man; but a man without ſin, 


and fo not being neceſſitated, firſt to ſacrifice 
for himſelf,. being only capable to pay the 
ranſom unto God, having no ſin or guilt him - 


ſelf, furthermore, that Jeſus, Chriſt, not ouly 


hath been able to ſatisfy, bur aftualy nath 
ſatisfied God's righteous juſtice, by his bitter 
ſufferings and death upon the Goon , and that 
for this only, God can forgive our = | 
That Jeſus Chriſt died, was buried, and had 
ſuffered the torments of Hell in his foul, was, 
upon the third Day riſen from. the dead, and 
after that was forty days upon earth, was 
aſcended to Heaven, in order to pray for every 
one that believed in him, as an eternal high . 
Prieſt, and in them, as the members of his 


Church, to pour out his Holy Ghoſt, and by 
his 


in the Converfon of "A. C. Marks: ig 


his power, to defend them always againſt cheir 
Spiritual and Temporal enemies. 
That he ſits at the right hand of the F aher, 
that God the Father, through him, ruleth and 
reigneth over all things; from whence he ſhall 
come again to judge the quick and the dead, | 
and then ſhall take up with him in his return 
to Heaven, all them who have believed. in, 
and are through him juſtified and ſanctifled, to 
live eternally with him, to be ſatisfied with the 
joy of Heaven throughout all eternity. 271 
That in the mean while he ſhall judge and 
condemn the unbelieving world, to be caſt out 
eternally in the lake that burns with fire and 
brimſtone, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels; after having ſpoken ſo, he concluded 
with that important truth, that Jeſus Chriſt 
muſt be known, no other name being given in 
Heaven and Earth, by which we can be ſaved. 
Twiſh, ſaid he, the mighty and wonderful 
God would bind this upon your heart and 
ſanctify it on your ſoul! and having been ſeek- 
ing the face of the Lord in prayer, with and 
for her, he deſired that for her ſhould be read, 
Nomans the firſt and third Chapters; the firſt 
of Corinthians, the ſixth Chapter; Joſhua, the, 
ſeventh, and Zechariah the fifth Chapter. 
Wedneſday morning the Miniſter, accom- 
panied by another, gentleman, went to viſit her. - 
The Miniſter defired to know if ſhe reſted well 
the laſt night? She anſwered, no. The reaſon” 
being demanded, ſhe ſaid, he hath laſt night 
ſaid ſo many things to her on which ſhe. hath. 
been thinking the whole night. | > 
He 
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He 1 her, as ſhe had ſo much to do in 
the day time, night reſt was neceſſary for her, 
otherwiſe it might weaken her body, and ſo 
make the few days ſhe had to live burden- 
ſome and miſerable to her; but, ſaid he, it is: 
certain, that the things of which I ſpoke to 
you laſt night are of the utmoſt importance. 
and worthy ten times more. 0 your ſerious. 
meditation in the condition you are in. 

_ He repeated briefly. what he had Bade the. 
night before, and ſaid it will be a ke pri- 
vilege, if God is pleaſed to bind it upon your 
heart, to diſcover to you the miſerable. condi- 
tion wherein you age. Upon the queſtion, if. 
ſhe. could pray, ſhe ſaid, yes; repeating the ten 
Commandments as the night before, imagining. 
that to be a prayer; praying further, the Lord's. 
prayer ending the ſame, according to the mane. 
ner of the Church of Rome. N 

Do yau believe, ſaid the Miniſter, God to be 
your Father? She anſwered in the affirmative z 
and reaſon being demanded, rauf laid ſhe, 
God hath created me. 

True, ſaid the Miniſter; 1 — do you think } 
if a baſtard child ſaid to an honeſt man, you 
are my father, he would be pleaſed therewith ?. 
No, ſaid ſhe. How, proceeded he, can you 
call God your father, ſeeing you have behaved 
yourſelf like a baſtard unto him? So you 
mock God, and diſhonour him, becauſe: an 
obedient child will ſhew his father all love and 
reſpect; but you have given this with all your 
obedience, not to God, but to the Devil, as 
your Lord and Father, SIN . 
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The other Gentleman joining the converſa- 
fation, ſaid to her, Woman, you pray hallowed 
be thy name; bur how can you poſlibly do ſo? 
You profeſs by ſo doing, to ſtand under the 
impreſſions of God's holineſs, that conſequent- 
ly you are afraid to diſhonour God the holy 
one, and that he may be magnified and glorified 
dy you; you have done quite otherwiſe, 
you have unhallowed God's holy and adorable 
name, and where you ſhould have glorified 
and magnified him, you have done diſhonour 
unto him and deſpiſed him. 

You pray, God's kingdom to come; but you 
have ſet all your powers at work to build up 
the kingdom of Satan, to annoy the kingdom 
of God, placing yourſelf under the govern- 
ment of the Devil as his faithful ſubject, to 
ſupport his kingdom, ſo in this prayer you 
met TS OST 3 
Tou pray, God's will be done in Earth as it 
is in Heaven; but you have moſt wickedly 
abuſed God's holy name, and his kingdom, as 
much as lay in your power, endeavouring to 
deſtroy it; mean while declaring by this prayer 
your will to be united with the will of God; 
conſequently, that you are heartily obedient to 
his bleſſed will, at the ſame time oppoſing moſt 
ſcandalouſſy the ſame, and have been obedient 
to the will of Satan, and to your own wicked 

will. Lou have, by your actions, ſaid to God, 
not thine, but my will be done. Don't you 
ſee woman, how you mock the Almighty by 
your prayer, and he will not paſs by ſin and 
mockery unpuniſhed, and can juſtly bring upon 


you eternal damnation... _ | 
C You 
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You pray, Give us to day our daily bread 5 
how is this poſſible ? You, was not contented 
when God gave you, bread in an honeſt way, 
but you have, againſt God's command and this 
prayer, with ſubtility and violence, robbed your 
neighbour of his own, where it was God's 
revealed will to work for your bread with your 
own hands, and now you find the bitter con- 
ſequence thereof ; the Judge will condemn 
- Puniſh you, and think you, to eſcape the ven- 
geance of the Judge of Heaven and Earth, 

whoſe will was, you Should have been content 
with your N ſo this Prayer is * 
mocking God alſo. 

Lou pray, Forgive us our treſpaſſes, 45 we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us; don't 
& u ſee you can no more pray this than the 
other? Tou haye augmented your guilt every 
moment, with a determined intention to go 
on in your abominations; yea, where you was 
to forgive them who treſ; paſſed. againſt you, 
» ſtole of them who were, LE indebted. 
to you. | | 
You pray, Lead us not into temptation, dut 
deliver us from the wicked; here is at. leaſt, 
as much deadly leproſy as in the other prayer; 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver Ys 
from the wicked; did you never think you 

mocked God in this ? ? for inſtead of ſtriving with 
all your power to ſhun what could tempt and 
enſlave you under the power of the wicked, 
you have brought yourſelf under the power of 
temptation, and have been obedient to the 
temptations of the tempter, the Devil; thus 
have manifeſted with your own thoughts, words 


and 
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and deeds, that to obey the temptations of the 
Devil and your own heart, was the very life 
of your ſoul ; and ſo you are, inſtead of coming 
out from under it, become more and more 
linked and chained to it. 

Well, Catharine, continues he, is it fo aboud 
ye prayers as I have told pour or is it other- 

wiſe ? 

She conteſſed, ſaying; you have ſpoken right, 
Sir, T have dreadfully ſinned, 

Tes, woman, rephed' the gentleman, if God 
gave you to ſee hat a great ſinner you are, 
you ſhould, as a guilty creature, ſink; before 
him in the duſt; and acknowledge the greatneſs 
of your vhrighteouſneſs. Behold, it looks 
moſt diſmal” and dreadful round about you! 
| you ſtand every moment in danger, that God, 

an angry God, will pour his vengeance down 


5 upon you, and Oh! then all is loſt with * 


eternally. _ 
3 Artivey and anguiſh fell upon her, wh the 


was brought” mos a great n,, of 
mind. 

Both gendenen propoſed: to her, if ne 45. 
fired their prayer? and ſhe anſwered, O yes! 
After prayer, they recommended her, notwith- 


_ -  Randing all her fin and guilt, to pray God for 


diſcerning light. Of the latter part of the 
Lord's Prayer, after the Roman manner, up | 
took no notice, but departed. | | 
In the evening of the ſame day, the Miniſter 
again viſited her, and defired to know how ſhe 
did? I am, faid ſhe, in great diſtreſs; I am 
afraid/I ſhall be loſt for ever! and conclud- 
ed, ſhe was certain ſhe ſhould die very —_— 
— 2 and 


— 
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and if I die, I ſhall be miſerable everlaſtingly; 


you and that other gentleman's words lay. as 
a heavy burden upon my heart, and I ſee clear- 
ly I have: finned againſt all God's Command- 
ments exceedingly, and every time I prayed 1 


did ſurely mock the Lord, and now 1 know I 


cannot pray, becauſe I am a ſinner, and my 
very prayer muſt be fin to me. I do not know, 
proceeded ſhe, from whence I ſhall obtain par- 
don for my numerous fins, and without that 
pardon my damnation is ſure ; this is the cauſe 


of my diſtreſs ; Oh, I do not know where to fly 


for hel!!! Wo 
The Miniſter, after repeating what was ſpoken 
to her in the morning, deſired to know of 
her, if there where no Angels that could pray 
for her or help her in her diſtreſs ? 
Her anſwer was, yes, and that ſhe hath pray- 
ed God to ſend her an Angel to defend her. 


Do you think, ſaid the Miniſter, Angels can 


ray for us? She anſwered, ſhe thought ſo: 
e told her the Angels were created beings, 
and though glorious creatures, yet infinitely leſs 


than God; that God only was all- preſent and 
omniſcient, and not the Angels, and its very 


uncertain, her prayer, her ſmart, and miſery, 


| ſhould ever come to the knowledge of Angels; 


and if ſo, ſurely her end muſt be miſerable. 
But, ſaid he, can Mary not pray for us, being 
the mother of the Lord Jeſus, after the fleſh, 
can her prayer not find interceſſion. by her 
Son ? She ſaid yes, believing that Mary could 
pray for her. The Miniſter anſwered in the 


negative, not only with the arguments ſpoken 
before about the Angels, but that Mary, like | 


unto 


* 
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unto us, was born from Adam, had been a 
finner, and hath obtained mercy in the ſame 
way and manner as other ſinful creatures, and 
conſequently could not do any thing for her; 
but, proceeded he, what do you think of the 
other Saints ? -She thought ſhe ſaid, they could 
ray for her: and he anſwered, no, they 
hath been in the like ſinful and miſerable caſe 
as Mary and ourſelves: But ſuppoſe, ſaid he, 
they did know your caſe, and were willing to 
aſſiſt you, firſt they muſt obtain permiſſion 
from the court of Heaven to make interceſſion 
for ſuch a great ſinner before the throne of 
od, the ſupreme Judge; that the event there- 
of was uncertain, ,and ſuppoſe permiſſion was 
iven them to draw near the throne in your 
half, it is ſtill more uncertain they ſhould ' 
obtain mercy for you: mean while, ſaid he, 
your time is ſhort, conſiſting but in a few 
days, your cauſe too great, and of too much 
importance to venture the ſame upon a fingle 
may be; that you ought to conſider better of 
it, and not to truſt upon a ſandy foundation, 
an eternity of happineſs or miſery. "a 
Suppoſe you was to journey, ſaid he, to a 
certain city, in which city, if you came, in 
a a certain fixed ſmall ſpace of time, you ſhould 
receive a great and valuable treaſure, but if 
you ſhould come too late, you ſhould be in 
' moſt eminent danger; would you go bye roads 
leading you the fartheſt way, or would you run 
the prog and ſhorteſt way towards it? 1 
would go in the neareſt way, ſaid the: very 
good, replied he, do ſo here alſo, if you re- 
ceive pardon before you die, you ſhall find the 
7 C7: treaſure 
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treaſure of an eternal weight of Salvation; if 
you are not reconciled with God before you die, 
you will not only run the hazard of being 
eternally loſt, but your deſtruc ion is inevitable; 
wherefoxe then, to go on in a long and uncer- 
tain road, praying to Angels, Mary and Saints, 
of whom there is no certainty of being heard 
by, will they have compaſſion on you, pray 
for and find mercy for you? Oh, go on in 
the neareſt way! Jeſus Chriſt is the only way, 
the truth and the life, without him there is no 
Salvation; he is Salvation himſelf, and where- 
fore then ſhould you put yourſelf in danger 
when you may be fafe, ads. tics 

She aſſented to this; and after he had called 


upon the Lord to look in mercy upon her, de- 


arted. Ps png] 
bf Thur ſday mor ning the other gentleman c om- 


* 


ſomething elſe to do than to ſlgep I lie un- 
der God's cle! if 1 die 


I am loſt for ever! Oh, to die is nothing! but 


rern 


the ſecond, but rather of the firſt, thæ temporal 


death. Does not, ſaid he, the fear of death, 


and the ſhame that will attend it, force you to 
ſpeak ſuch words ? She aſſured him that it was 
not that, but the fear of being eternally loſt ; 


this laid heavy on her heart. He deſired to 


"know 


in the Comverfion ＋ A. C. Merks. 
know if ſhe'had been in prayer ? She anſwered, 
that one had been reading for her, and that ſhe 


had been praying the Lord to give her a right 
Gght of her fins : Do you think, faid he, there 


can be any poſſible deliverance for you? and 


her anſwer was, I don't know, I hope ſo; if I 
was only guilty; ſaid ſhe, before the world, my 
fear ſhould not be great, nor my anxieties ſo 
many; I do clearly ſee myſelf to ſtand guilty of 
the breach of every Commandment of God, and 
if I remain ſo, Iam loſt and undone for ever, 
and' that to be loſt for ever, is too heavy for 
me 

The Gentleman perceived her to be deeply 
concerned, and under great diſtreſs of mind. 
Let us, ſaid he to her, call upon the Lord 


together; ſhe prayed firſt alone, and the ſub- 


ſtance of her prayer was, if God would be 
pleaſed to give her a true and right ſight of her 
fins, and that ſhe might find grace in his ſight 
to be changed and converted in that place. The 


Gentleman prayed earneſtly to God in her be- 
half, and told her after prayer, that it was true, 


here was for her and for the chief of finners 


deliverance, but in no other way than through  _ 
Feſus- Chrif, and that there is without him no 
Salvation. This morning converſation. ended 


cherewith; the Miniſter repaired to her in the 
evening, and found her in the ſame condition, 
diſtreſſed under a ſenſe” of her loſt condition; 
but as the converſation. was cireumſtantially 
the ſame as in | the morning, we will paſs it 
over, | 

Friday morning the Gentleman coming to 
her, deſired to know how . ſhe had paſſed the 
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24 | Grace and Mercy triunphan 
laſt night ? She anſwered, I am in great ** 


and — from a Gals: of my deep miſery; 
T ſee, fays ſhe, I have forfeited all things, not 


ſo- much becauſe I have forfeited my life in this 


world, and ſhould ſhortly part with it, but 
rather, that if I remain as I am om I ſhall. 


be loſt eternally. 
He defired to know of her, if the could pray ? 


She ſaid, ſhe had prayed God many times out 
of the diſtreſs of her heart, if God would give 


her a right fight of her ſins and be merciful 


to her. 
The Gentleman * * to her, in a brief 


manner, the way and dealings of God with a 
ſinner, in bringing him into conviction of his 


ſimful ſtate, and ſaid he, that God may bring 


you convinced of the ſinful ſtate you are in, 


and enable you unto his free grace in ht 


Chriſt, what a privilege would that be for you, 
and therefore I recommend you to call upon 
the Lord to have mercy on you, and to con- 


vert you, Thinking this to be enough at 
that time, he went to prayer with her and 


departed. 
In the evening the Miniſter found her in the 


ſame condition wherein the Gentleman left her | 
in the morning. She was in great diſtreſs. thro? 


the fear of being loſt eternally ; this was a 


heavy weight upon her heart; ſhe prayed firſt 


alone, and concluding with the Lord's Prayer, 
ſhe left out the latter part thereof upon her own 


accord, 
The Maniſter deſired to know the reaſon 
thereof, in ſuch a manner as if he did not ap- 


prove of her omitting that your ? She r 
that 


in the Death of A. C. Merks. 25 


that part was not good, becauſe ſhe doubted 
that. Mary, or any other Saint, could hear and 
pray for us. He went to prayer with her and 
concluded the converſation for that time, 
Saturday morning the Gentleman coming to 
her, defired to know how ſhe did ? Oh, ſaid ſhe, 
I am moſt miſerable, I lay under the wrath of 
| God, and under the curſe ! I ſhall be loſt for 
ever! But, replied he, what may be the reaſon 
thereof? Oh, ſaid ſhe, I have no Redeemer ! 
Do you want one, replied he? cannot the Angels + 
pray for you? She doubted if the Angels 
could not yer do ſomething for her. 
| The Gentleman demonſtrated: to her the im- 
poſſibility thereof ; but, ſaid he, what do you 
think of the Saints ? She was not quite purified 
from that opinion; but he made the unfoundneſs, 
thereof appear to her as clear as the ſun in the 
mid-day : and having prayed with, and for her, 
he departed. | e 
The Miniſter deſired to know how ſhe did, 
- whenhe came to viſit her in the evening, and her 
anſwer was, ſhe was now ea little better. A little 
better, ſaid he, that is good; but from whence 
proceeds that? God, ſaid ſhe, is righteous, but 
alſo merciful, and ſhe hoped he would pardon 
| her and deal mertifully with her, and if he 
: did not convert her in the priſon, it was in his 
power to do it in the laſt moment, becauſe he 
did ſo with the Thief upon the Croſs. 
Well, Catharine, replied the Miniſter, ſup- 
poſe you had a great debt, and you. deſired 
your creditor to acquit you thereof, do you think 
that would be a ſufficient payment ? would not 
that Creditor juſtly ſay to you, you. muſt pay 
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the dike 66 give me a ſurety, by whom I may 


be fully fatixfied ? Now, becauſe you cannot 


pay him, neither bring a ſurety, would you 
comfort yourſelf in this caſe? No, furely, 


ſiaid ſhe; with leſs foundation, r replied he, can 
you conclude that God will ſpare you becauſe 


; "tall cannot pay, neither have * found a 


He perceived her to ſtay upon a wrong, we 
ſandy foundation, and that ſome body, had mi- 
niſtred comfort to her from God's mercitulneſs 


without Chriſt, and unhappily had ſet her down, 
upon quick ſands. 


What God can do, proceeded hes according 


his infinite grace and mercy, is no certainty that 


he will do ſo; the example of the murderer | 
upon the Croſs, ſaid he, is true, but atthe ſame 


time, the only one in the whole Bible, oppoſed 


to a number of others, quite the reverſe ; this 
was not God's common method, there is one in- 
ſtance of this miraculouſly ſudden mercy that 
none may deſpair, and but one, that none may 
preſume, for the other thief on the left hand 


found no mercy, but went to hell and de- 


ſtruction, as he cleared up to her out of the 
23d Chapter of Lake ; and going on, he told her, 
that her time being o ſhore, ſhe had reaſon to 

bemoan the loſs of that day, which was ſpent, 
without profit, and concerning the thief on the 


Croſs fad he, he had ſeveral things above you. 


She burſt out in end, over the loſs | 
of that day 

The miniſter going on, told her, the thief had 
before God and man, declared himſelf to be 


guilty, that he did juſtify ts ſeatence paſt and 


| executed 
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executed on him; that he publicly proclaimed the 
innocence of Jeſus; and in doing ſo, declared, 
him to be the immaculate Lamb of God, now 
flaughtered for the fins of God's people; none 
af thoſe Blogs, ſaid he, have as yet a place in 
you; you can have n ound of any hope upon 
God's mercy without 0 riſt ; if you ſink in eter- 
nity, and if you find no Redeemer, you muſt, - 
periſh everlaſtingly, there being in heayen 85 
earth no other Redeemer than the Lord Jeſus ; 
that there is no mercy in God but what comes 
throu b Jeſus to any ſinner, however comfort- 
ably might expect and hope for it. Your 
time is 1 2 and F this day. 5 7 N 
She had much Perplegity, and anguiſh came 
upon her on this accqunt; ſhe wept and lament- 
ed bitterly, crying out. Oh, if God will give. 8 
no more I am loft for ever! > "x 
Tues, replied the Miniſter, that is moſt 2 — 
tain, and there is 50 reaſon to flatter yourſelf, 
with God's mercy withput Chriſt; God is in- 
finitely perfect in his juſtice as well as in his 
mercy, the laſt is as the firſt, and you can do 
nothing, woman to perſuade God to pals by 
his rig teouſneſ⸗ to grant you - mercy. | 
He deſired to know if he would pray ? She. 
| kneeled down and 6k bitterly AL the 
loſs of that day, praying God to give her a fight 
of her fins, and to reveal the Redeemer to her. 
After that he prayed for her and-de parte. 
The following day, being the Lord's day, 
and the tenth day of the month, the other 
Gentleman came to viſit. her in the morning, 
enquiring how the did, and if ſhe had a good 
5 s reſt ? Night » reſt, "ct ſhe ! can | 454 
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when I ſee myſelf to be ſo guilty and damnable 
before God! Oh, I had work the whole night 
betwixt God and my ſoul, more important than 
ſleeping. ns Yn”. | 

The Gentleman ſeeing her labour under the 
guilt that lay on her conſcience, endeavoured 
to arreſt her thereby. He found ſhe had loft a 


deal of bodily ſtrength that night, and the 


perſons that attended her declared, ſhe was laſt 
night, at leaſt, ten times in prayer. 

He compared her to a loſt ſheep, deſiring to 
know if ſhe could not perceive God's goodneſs 
in thus ſeeking after her, though in a diſmal 
priſon; notwithſtanding you have run from 
him, ſays he, by all your ſins, have mocked 
him, have been obedient to the Devil inſtead of 
him, have lived by theft, broke his holy Sab- 
bath, all what he has commanded omitted, and 
done what he prohibited: yet, I ſay, he comes 
to ſeek you as a loſt ſneep, in order, if you 
will follow, to bring you to his fold. After 
reading to her the fifteenth Chapter of Luke, 


don't you ſee, proceeded he, that you muſt 


come to God even as the Prodigal Son, con- 


feſſing with ſhame you have ſinned, being un- 


worthy to be called his child ? 
The Gentleman was not ignorant, that ſome- 


times a kind of repentance, called Gallows Re- 
pentance, proceeding more from natural fear 


than the power of grace ſometimes found in 
perſons under ſentence of death ; yet, here he 


thought ſomething of a better nature appeared, 
he began to think that God was about to glo- 
rify his name in her converſion, as in a veſſel 


of free mercy. : 
t 


in tie Deatb of A. C. Merk. 29 


lt is not againſt God's way and dealings with 


ſinners, ſaid he, to reveal their iniquities to 
them in the night; ſpeaking from the thirty- 
third Chapter of Job, in the fifteenth, ſixteenth, 
ſeventeenth and eighteenth ' verſes, in a dream, 


in a viſion of the night, when deep ſleep falleti 


upon men in ſlumberings upon the bed, then 
he openeth the ears of men and ſealeth their 
inſtruction, that he may withdraw man from 


his purpoſe, and hide pride from man; he 


keepeth back his ſoul from the pit, and his: life 
from periſhing by the ſword. - $4.23 


While he was ſpeaking out of that part. of 


Scripture ſhe was very attentive, telling him 
directly a very remarkable ſtory: in the night, 


ſaid ſhe, before I committed the crime for 
which I am to ſuffer, I ſaw in a dream, very 


clearly, the place where I; the following day; 
committed the fact, the things that J - ſtole, 
the farmers who apprehended, and the officer 
that took me, from them the cart that carried 
her away, the very way ſhe went along, the 


judges before whom ſhe was tried, the priſon, 
and particularly that very room where ſhe was 


now in, the ſcaffold whereupon ſhe ſhould die, 
and the very manner of her death. Now I do 
. believe, ſaid ſhe, this was a warning of God, 
but I did not regard it. 128 
The Gentleman hearing this with wonder and 
amazement, told her, this was moſt probably a 
warning from God, and a very remarkable one, 


to draw her off from her wickedneſs. Have 


you not, ſaid he, abundant reaſon to ſtand 
amazed at the goodneſs of God, that he is ſtill 


pleaſed to think on ſuch a vile ſinner as you 850 
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_ Clare yourſelf to be, in order to warn you of the 


danger to which you lay open, and what weren 


Further taking an opportunity from the day, 
(being the Lord's day) he told/her, this was a 
holy day unto the Lord, wherein the people of 
God were aſſembled together in the' houſe of 
God, the houſe of prayer, ſeeking the Lord 


with prayer, thankſpivings and prai e, and hear- 


ing the word of God preached as food for 
their immortal ſouls; but your HOO, 


ſaid he, have caſt you out from the ſociety of 


men, and have made you unworthy of that 


| bleſſing now enjoyed by others, particularly as 


you have always neglected the Preaching of | 
God's holy word when'yor was at liberty. 

But ſtill, proceeded he, it is @ great peil. 
Ee in your eircumſtances, that God has been 
Pleaſed to fend the other Gentleman and myſelf; - 


as à means in his hand, to warn Jog, before you 


go hence and be no more ſeen, 
Would you 160k" upon me, ſaid b.. to be 


your friend or enemy, if 1 faw the top of the 
prifon in flames of fire and gave you warning 
of it? I ſhould look upon you 
" faid ſhe. The other Gentleman and T, faid de. 


as my friend, 


brought really that meſſage to you, the wrath 


of an eternal God hangs over your head, and 


will certainly, if by flying you do not eſcape, 


fall upon and daſh you in pieces. Lou ought 
to look upon ns as Ambaſſadors ſent of God 


to warn you to fly from the wrath of God which- 


s ready to fall upon you. 


No ſhe began bitterly to weep and to be: 


' moan herſelf, crying out, that eternity and 


therein 


in the Converſion if A. C. Merks. Jr 


therein to be loſt, brought a diſtreſs upon her 


which ſhe was not able to bear; indeed it. went 
farther - with ber that morning then ever 
before. The gentleman ſaid to her, will — 
not call upon God now ? and ſhe falling down 
on her knees prayed. earneſtly, crying out, be- 
ing all in tears, O God convert me, O God 
convert me! repeating that ſeveral times. The 
Gentleman gave to be read for her, Job thirty- 


third, Feremiabthirry. firſt, and Lale the fifceenth 


Chaprers. . 19 r . 
In the evening the Miniſter coming to ſee 
her, deſired to know how it was with her? O 


Sir, ſaid ſhe, how ſhould it be with mel I am 


full of anguiſh, and deeply concerned about 
| deal very hard with you, ſpeaking 2 
about the greatnefs of your ſins and the dan 
wherein you. ſtand? It would be more pleafing 
to you if I did comfort you, ſaying, be of 


good chear, God is mereiful and will pardon . 


your ſins, becauſe he ſees you. deeply: forrow- 
ful and mourning under it. 


' He-ſpoke this to try her if he did il hold 
any ſuch fentiment as in the night before; but 


ber anſwer was, no, Sir, you have clearly ſnewed 


me, out of my own words, that I ſtill want 


the Redeemer Jeſus Chriff to pay my debts ; 
my ſins: are: not forgiven: me and 1 cannot be 
comforted. 


Woman, aid the Miniſter, [ ſee you are 


| 3 great concern, perplexity and anguiſn; 


pray tell me from what proceeds this; is it the 


fear of e SO UE it? 
| 'Tam, 


my. ſins ! Don't you think, replied he, that . 
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| ee but the nature of your aggravation. 


I am, daid ſhe, not afraid of death, merely 
as death, becauſe 1 never could do good upon 
earth; I am at Vianen puniſhed for my tranſ- 
greſſions, and that could not bring me from 
my ſins and wicked life, and if I was permitted 
to liye, very probably I ſhould make it worſe; 


Oh, I am not worthy: to behold. the ſky! ! 


May be, proceeded he, your concern and 
anguiſh comes from the fear of eternal dam— 


nation, whereof you have ſome idea, . and that 


ſurely waits upon you if you remain uncon- 


verted ? Les, ſaid ſhe, that am I afraid of. 


Yes, woman, replied he, that is not nk 


out a cauſe, that will be the place whete God's 


wrath and righteous vengeance will be poured 
out upon you for all your abominations; but 
muſt you not confeſs God to be righteous, if 
he did puniſh you everlaſtingly for your fins ? 
Yes, ſaid ſhe, there is no n or heavy ; 


which I do not deſerve. 


As ſhe ſpoke thoſe: words ihe was firuck 
with a deep perplexity, and had ſuch appre- 
henſions and troubles of mind, that a perſon 
being preſent to Attand her, was 7 


affected. | 
Yes, ſaid the Miniſter, 1 with God may give 


you a right apprehenſion of your ſins com- 


mitted againſt a holy and righteous God; he 


has born. with you in his long ſuffering and 
compaſſion, otherwiſe he would have ſtrucle 


you dead before now; a God, who in the | 


very time you moſt abuſed his clemency, has 


ſent you means for your eternal ſalvation, in 


order you ſhould not be ſo much in fear of 


1C 
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Hie aſkedher, if ſhe had a deſire to pray? 
She falling upon her knees, prayed with many 
tears, and much fervour, that God would be 
pleaſed to give her a true fight of her vile 
- fins; after which the Miniſter prayed to the 
Lord for her, and when the roſe from her knees, 
ſhe was ſtill more forrowful, and concerned 
about her deep miſery, helpleſſneſs, and deſpe- 
rate condition before God, Oe 
The Miniſter told her, that in antient times, 
by God's expreſs command, fit Cities were ap- 
ew be Cities of refuge, where the Man- 
yer had liberty to fly to in order to eſcape 
the avenger of blood, and being in ſuch' City 
was ſecure and out of the danger of all perſe- 
cution; in all the roads leading to this City, 
he found, at certain diſtances, direction poſts, 
aced with this inſcription on them: Eſcape, 
ſcape, as a recommendation to him not to 
ſtand ſtill, but to fly on till he was ſafe in the 
City of refuge. e 
So is it, proceeded he, with you; the Lord 
Jeſus, whom you only know in the mere ſound 
of his name, is thus as a city of refuge where 
the guilty can hide themſelves from the avenget 
of blood, which is God's burning and purſuing 
, wrath; the avenger of blood is at your heels, 
the wrath of God threatens you, the law, with 
all his curſes draws near, eternal damnation 
makes ſpeed, and Death advances with quick 
and horrid ſtrides, Under all theſe circum- 
ſtances, God is pleaſed to uſe that other Gen- 
tleman and me even as the direction poſts erect -. 
ed on the road, crying out to you continually, 
Eſcape, fly, fly to that city of refuge, 1 
W D u 
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Jeſus, fly with all your fin and guilt in order 
to be hid in his perfect atonement and righte- 
ouſneſs, and if the Lord is pleaſed to teach 
you this, then you ſhall ral know what it is 
to eſcape. | 
Monday morning the other Gentlemen Fit⸗ 
ed her. How do you do, faid he, as he entered 
the room? I am very well, Sir, replied- ſhe ; 
wherein conſiſts, ſaid he, your being very well? 
I will tell you, Sir, ſaid ſhe ; laſt — after 
the other Gentleman depa — from me, I fell 
upon my knees (the . who attended her 
that night, declared ſhe was three quarters of 
an hour upon her knees) praying God to be 
pleaſed to give me a right ſight of my fins, 


and God gave me to ſee my | fins, the fin 


wherein I was born, and all = ſins through 


85 the whole courſe of my life, the places me | 


the manner how, and the people with whom. I 
committed them, it was Juſt as if they were 


written and hung up before mine eyes; ] felt my 


ſins, and the ſmart thereof cauſed. me to be in- 
wardly ſo heavy that I could not bear them, 
it was as if the wrath of God ſhould have con- 
ſumed me, ſtill I cried unto the Lord: O 
God here lieth a great ſinner, with a multitude 
of ſin and guilt which I cannot bear! and Oh! 
if thou wilt puniſh me for my fins, there can 
be no puniſhment in eternal damnation hich. | 


J have not deſerved ! 


By this 1 was brought into Lark, it was 


if I was blinded, and I was afraid I ſhould 


have ſunk away in that darkneſs; but ſtill ! 


cried unto God, O pardon] pardon! and exe· 


cute not thy judgment * me. 1 
a Here 
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Here came into my heart as a voice, the Re- 
deemer liveth. O God, faid I, ſhould there 
live a Redeemer for me, for A a one as I 
am ! thereupon came to me, your Redeemer, 


liveth. Oh, ſaid I, ſhould there live a Re- 


deemer for ſuch a one as I am, who is then 


that Redeemer! and now it was as if a voice 


ſajd in my heart, that Redeemer is none elſe 
but the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, the Saviour who 


hath ſtied his blood upon the croſs, that your 
ſins ſhould be forgiven thee, I ſaid thereon, 
Oh wilt thou then redeem me! and thereon 
came as a voice inwardly in my heart, I am 
yours, and thou art mine; it was as if the Re- 


deemer ſtept in for me at the bar of God's 


righteouſneſs, and that all my guilt and fin was, | 
laid in a ſcale or balance, and Jeſus's, righte» 


ouſneſs in the other; but that Jeſus's righte- 
ouſneſs was far the betet. even more 
all my ſins. 


Then Thame I out of darkneſs, and the 


light broke in upon me, and the Redeemer 


took away from me all my ſins, and m heart 
melted into ardent love, and my whole ſoul was 


drawn. after to the Redeemer.. 
The Gentleman being amazed, ſaid to- her, 


but Catharine, are you not afraid that you deceive. 
C 


770 ſelf? 1 can ſcareely believe what you now 


ve told me. 


Oh no, Sir, ſaid the, becauſe the Reimer 
will not reveal deceitful: things to me; beſides, 


I did not know there was a Redeemer. . 


He recommended her to pray to the Lord 


for diſcerning light, in order, if ſhe had de- 
* herſelf, not to ventur her ſoul upon 
D's * eternity 


than 
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contiaually, 


eyes upon him, and appeared outwardly, as one 
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eternity on any imagination; do it, ſaid he, 
if your experience is genuine, the 
Lord will lead you further, and clear you up 


in what he has done already. And after he 
had prayed to the Lord for that purpoſe, he 
departed. 3 . + | 21 ay T3360 
When the Miniſter repaired unto her in the 
evening, the firſt thing he obſerved in her was, 
ſhe never before looked a perſon in the face 
that ſpoke to her, but now ſhe ſtraitly fixed her 


in a ſerene and calm frame of mind. 
Upon the queſtion,” how ſhe did, ſhe an- 
ſwered, very well; and reaſon thereof being 
aſked, ſhe gave the ſame aceount of herſelf as 
ſhe had done in the +morning to the other 
gentleman 4 and when fhe related how ſhe had 
ſeen herſelf born in ſin, he: abruptly faid; how 
1s this; woman, art thou born in fin * Yes, 
faid ſhe, if I had neyer committed any. fin, 
tho ſia wherein 1 am born ſhould have cauſed 
my eternal uin. But, faid' he, are you not 


afraid you deceive yourſelf ? is it not merely a 
ſtrong imagination? Oh, no, ' faid* he! the 
Redeemer will not reveal deecitful things to 
my ſoul, and when that word came in my 
heart, as with a voice—ſhe would go on, but 
he breaking her diſeourſe, faid, but woman, 
God ſpeaketh no more now a days, with an 
afticular voice, that takes no more place, hut 
he worketh by means of his holy word. Tes, 
faid ſhe ; but the voice whieh I heard, - was not 


in my ears, but inwardly in my heart. 


Mou muſt know, replied. the Miniſter, the 
heart of man is very deceitful, and the Devit 


very 
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very ſubtil; he knoweth a great deal of the 
Bible, and is acquainted with the phraſes 
thereof; he has uſed the ſame frequently in 
old times, and to this very day he is the Prince 
of Darkneſs, and it is eaſy to him to deceive - 
men, and lead them (under God's permiſſion) 
to eternal deſtruction; can it not be, think 
you, that he has deceived you, in order to 
make you careleſs, and to drag you to hell 
with an imagination? 

The Devil, ſaid ſhe, never taught me any 
thing but wickedneſs z; I was brought up in 
the Roman religion, the fins are my own 
but God hath over-ruled it ſo, that 1 muſt 
come into this priſon to be inſtructed in the way 
of Salvation, a to have the Redeemer re- 
yealed unto me. 

Do you think, replied the Miniſter, chat 
every one that is caſt in priſon, and is to die 
a ſhameful death, are ſent there of God to be 
actually converted? No, faid ſhe, becauſe none 
ſhall be converted that cannot pray with ſuch 
inward earneſtneſs. Then you apprehend, ſaid 
he, that what God has given you, is for yout 
pray rayet ſake ? Nee for my pr prayer ſake, replied 

e, becauſe the Hol bolt did work that 
pore within me, * for Feſus Chri/# our 
Saviour's ſake, who had ſhed his blovd upon 

the croſs. But, ſaid he, how do you think it 
is poſſible that God ſhould be pleaſed to look 
down upon ſuch a one as you are? Only out 
of his great love and mercy, ſaid ſnne. 
Well, replied he, you ſay it was only out 
of his great © love but don't you know, woman, 
that you * through your ſins, an an object of 
D 3 God's 
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God's hatred, wrath, vengeance, and holy dif 
pleaſure ? Yes, ſaid ſhe, that is true, but the 
rd did not do it for my ſake, but only out 
= his mere love for Feſus Chriſt my Saviour's 
The Miniſter, 'though he thought the Lord 


had revealed ſome material things unto her, 


thought it prudent to recommend her to pray 
according to the Prophet David's prayer, in 
the cxxxix Pſalm; Search me, O God, and 
know my heart, try me, and know my thoughts, 
and ſee iff there be any wicked- way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlaſting. © 

This I think, ſaid he, to be prudent for 
you, in order that if what you ſay you have 
experienced is not ſufficient, . you ſhould not 
deceive yourſelf, and ſo be deceived for ever, 
it being a matter of eternal importance. 

Sir, ſaid ſhe, I have been this day frequent- 
ly in prayer, but the more I pray for light, 
the more the Lord ſtrengthens me in what he 
has done for my foul, _ A | 

Have you, ſaid he, at preſent, an inclination 
to call upon the Lord? She anſwered, yes, 
and being upon her knees before, ſhe began 
prayer, and praiſed God, ſaying, O God.! I 


thank thee, that thou haſt been pleaſed to 


grant ſuch great mercy to me ſuch a great 

ſinner, and have revealed to me the Lord e 
Chriſt, who has ſhed his blood upon the Croſs 
for the forgiveneſs of my ſins, and has ſtept 
in for me at the bar of thy righteouſneſs, and 
haſt paid all my debts; bur if I deceive myſelf, 


and if my way is not right in thy fight, let me 


5 
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not go on in blindneſs, but ve me a ri 
Ceheoemy ins. 05 * 

After prayer, ſhe ſaid, when, I pray the 
Lord, in caſe I deceive myſelf, to give me & 
right fight of my ſins, the Lord flops me 
therein. 34 

The Miniſter deſired to know if he ſhould 
pray for her? If you pleaſe, Sir, ſaid ſhe z but, 
replied he, for what muſt I pray? and ſhe 
_ anſwered, that if he judged it to be 
what ſhe had already deſired of the Lord, he 
. ſhould do the ſame. + 

The Miniſter prayed es. laying her 
before the Lord as he found her; after prayer 
he deſired to know if ſhe underſtood him? 

Yes, ſaid ſhe, becauſe I had an inward ex- 
perience of all for which you prayed. | My 
prayer and deſire of God, replied he, has a4 
to open your eyes, if your experience is not 
right. I have deſired with you the ſame, ſaid 
ſhe, but the more I pray, the more I receive 
light in it. I wiſh, ſaid the Miniſter, your 
confeſſion may be found true in the eyes of an 
Onmniſcient God, that I and others may rejoice 
upon a good foundation. 

Oh, Sir, replied ſhe, I wiſh you felt it ſo as 
I do, the angels in Heaven rejoice in the con- 
verſion of ſuch a ſinner, and it appears as if 
2 would ſay, can you not rejoice in it 

0? 122 
The Miniſter ſtill recommended ber to pray 
for further diſcernment, and committing her o 
God's free mercy, departed. 

Tueſday morning the Miniſter coming to her, 
enquired how it had been with her ſince laſt 

| 94 * a 
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night; did any thing particular, ſaid he, happen 
to you, did you reſt well in the night? Pretty 
well, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I ſlept very well, but not 
Jong. How can it be, faid he, that. you cah 
fleep ſound ? Becauſe, aid ſne, I had an in- 
ward peace, and as I awaked, ſweet commu- 
nion with the Redeemer, and it was even as 
if 1 ſaw him. But, ſaid he, the Redeemer 
revealed himfelf not in that manner, that we 
can ſte him bodily, Oh no, Sir, ſaid ſhe! I 
don't mean with my bodily eyes, but inwardly, 
and it was as if the Redeemer laid to me, 
you in me, and 1 in you. But, replied the 
Miniſter, what muit 1 underſtand thoſe 


words? 


With the wotds, you in me, and I in you, 
ſaid ſhe, the Redeemer meaned, you ſhall not 
de loft. Oh, it was as if the Redeemer called 
to me, fear not Death, and the puniſhment 
you ſhall ſuffer, neither the Devil nor ever- 
aſting damnation, I have delivered you from 
all. Thoſe words, ſaid ſhe, dropt ſo ſweet 
in my ſoul, that through the ſame an inward 
Jo aroſe in my heart; I was conſtrained ta 
e from my bedſtead to praiſe my dear Re- 
— for it. 

When ſhe ſpoke this the other Gentleman 
entered the room, and finding the Miniſter 
with her, deſired to know the particulars of 
their converſation. 3h 
The Miniſter deſired the priſoner to repeat 
to the Gentleman all what ſhe had fpoken ta 
him, which ſhe did accordingly. 

They defired of her to repeat — her whole 


life to them from her youth ; their intention 
| in 
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in this was, to obſerve if pleaſure or abhorrence 
ſhould appear in the remembrance of the things 
committed by her; but it ſeemed as if all that 
was paſt was out of ſight and forgotten by 
her, and as if ſhe only was able to ſpeak of 
things preſent, and it was a difficulty to 
bring her to an account from her infancy till 
ſhe was a priſoner in that room wherein ſhe 
was converted; but notwithſtanding that, ſhe 
did itz and the Miniſter defired to know if 
ſhe did not find herſelf in the fame ſituation of 
mind as at that time? No, ſaid ſhe, becauſe I 
hated moſt bitterly my Judges and the Officer 
that took me priſoner. Well, replied the 
Miniſter, don't you hate them ſtill? No, Sir, 
{aid ſhe, I love my Judges and the Officer, be- 

cauſe they are means to bring me to my Re- 
deemer; this ſhe ſpoke with a great emphaſis. 
The Gentlemen took particular notice of her 
behaviour and countenance while ſhe gave an 
account of her life and actions, as ſhe related 
them at the Miniſter's firſt viſitation to her; 
but Oh! what a difference was here, as ſhe 
ſeemed in the firſt time to have a ſecret ſatiſ- 
faction therein, now ſhame and deep abhorrence 
was viſible over her whole perſon, light and 
darkneſs differ no more from one another than 
the manner of this repetition with the former 
Will you repeat once more, ſaid the Mini- 
ſter, what you told this gentleman laſt Mon- 
day morning, and to me the night of the 
ſame day? : jo "A 
She was quite ſerene in mind, and complied 

vith this requeſt moſt willingly, and th 
| W 
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was not any material difference to be obſerved 
between both accounts. Te, 
The Miniſter, in order to try her, told her, 
that when the Lord converted a ſinner, he did 
it in order that ſuch a one ſhould glorify him 
upon earth; but you cannot do this, ſaid he, 
your time being but ſhort. After ſhe had been 
filent a little while, ſhe anſwered, I hope to 
glorify God in my heart,. but if I did live a 
123 yeats, I could not ſufficiently praiſe 
him for all the bleſſings which he had beſtowed 
upon me. It appeared as if ſhe would ſay no 
leſs than an eternity is wanting for that. 

At this inſtant ſhe was called up by the 
Court then fitting ; ſhe received the meſſage 
without the leaſt mark of fear or alteration 
of mind, and taking a civil farewell of both 
gentlemen, ſhe was led away to the Court. 

The gentlemen entered in diſcourſe about 
her for a good while, but ſhe ſtaying longer 

away than they expected, and the time of her 
return being uncertain, departed. . 

The Miniſter coming to ſee her that even- 
ing, deſired to know how ſhe had been ſince 
morning? and her anſwer was, very well; 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe told the Court ſomething of what 
God had done for her ſou. 4 | 
The Miniſter trying her, ſaid, but do you 
inſiſt ſtill upon thoſe things? do you never 
ſuſpect it? is not the heart of man deceitful ? 
and could you not be deceived therein? Do 
you call ſtill upon God for light, in order 
that the truth thereof may be diſcovered to 
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O Sir, ſaid ſhe, I cannot deceive myſelf 
herein, and when I pray for light, the Lord | 
ſtrengthens me more and more in the truth of 
what I have told you. Do you truly think, 
ſaid he, you are a changed and converted 
woman ?. Yes, Sir, ſaid the, I experience, I ſee, 
and I meditate concerning things which I never 
kney of before now. „ 
The Miniſter thought it neceſſary to ſpeak 
to her about the nature of Converſion, and 
read to her the thirty-third part of the Cate- 
chiſm of Heydelberg, in order to ſee what an- 
ſwer ſhe ſhould give upon it, 2 * 

True Converſion, ſaid he, conſiſts in two 
things; firſt, in the putting off of the old, and 
ſecondly, in the putting on of the new man. 
Well, Catharine, proceeded he, what do you 
think to, be the Old Man? I believe it to be 
fin, ſaid ſhe, What is then the putting off the 
Old Man ſaid he? and her anſwer was, ſhe 
believed it to be the taking away of ſin. What 
think you, ſaid he, is the putting on of the 
New Man? I believe, ſaid ſhe, that will take 
place when I am in Heaven, The Miniſter in- 
ſtructed her, that this took place already on 
earth, as ſoon as man is converted. Well, 
- then, ſaid ſhe, I believe it has already took 
place in me, becauſe I am quite changed from 
what I ever was before. . 
The Miniſter told her from the eighty-ninth 
Qpeſtion, that the putting off the Old Man, 
is a hearty repentance for ſin, by which we have 
brought God's anger againſt us, and at the 

/. fame time it works encreaſing hatred to all 
fin, Now, faid he, can you ſay you ever 

| | | repented 
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repented heartily ? O yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, becauſe 
my ſins have cauſed me to ſmart inwardly, and 
have ſorely oppreſſed me. Wa RT JPY 
The Miniſter defired to know the cauſe why 
her ſins had been ſo oppreſſive to her? Becauſe, 
Taid ſhe, my ſins have orbvoked ſuch a long 
ſuffering and merciful God, who had fo long 
ſpared me in his great compaſſion. _ _ 
Hie ſhewed her out of the ninetieth Queſtion, 
that the putting on of the New Man, was 2 
hearty believing and rejoicing in God, through 
Chriſt, accompanied with a hearty love and 
defire to live according to God's will in all 
works, Did you ever, ſaid he, find in 
you ſuch a hearty joy in God? Yes, Sir, re- 
plied ſhe, I feel that hearty joy in God, in me, 
at this very moment. But, ſaid he, how do 
you come by that ? and her anſwer was, only 
through Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour. But have 
you, Fai he, alſo a deſire to live according to 
the will of God? Yes, ſaid ſhe, and I ho 
in Heaven to do it, better than I can 40 
now on earth. . | | 
The Miniſter, though very well ſatisfied with 
her anſwers, thinking it proper to try her furs 
ther, ſaid, in a very earneſt manner to her, 
don't it appear to you as if ſome doubts re- 
main in my mind about you? I think you be. 
lieve me to know more than you do, and doth 
that never bring in you ſome ſuſpicion about 
* that all is not right with you, ſeeing I 
now more than you? _ 3 ago 
She gave a very ſerene anſwer z but the Mi- 
niſter declared, it could not in any degree be 


expreſſed by words, but the ſubſtance thereof 
W Vas 
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was like the words of David, in Pſalm cxix, 
Jam wiſer than all my teachers, as certainly 
the grace of God make a man. 
Ihe Miniſter going on to try her all manner 
of ways, if ſhe ſtood firm to that ſhe declared 
to believe hitherto; it appears, ſaid he, as if 
it is equally the ſame to you, Whether I think 
well of you or not? She was very much trous 
bled and grieved at thoſe words. . Well, Catla - 
rine, ſaid he, are you grieved, becauſe I ſpeak 
fo to you? Should I nor, Sir, was her aniwery 
when I can never give God thanks enough for 
ſuch bleſſings as he hath conferred on me, and 
there is nobody that praiſeth God with me 
r it eine 23197 C271 NY | N | 


Alfter a little more converſation they went 
both to prayer, deſiring the Lord to give her 
every thing that ſhe Rood in need of, and the 

iniſter departed. © I 
Wedneſday morning the other gentleman came 
to her, and deſired to know-how ſhe had been 
fince the laſt night, I begin, ſaid ſhe, now 
more and more to long after the time to be with 
my Redeemer; But woman, ſaid he, are you 
very ſure you ſtand ſafe, that when the time 

of your diſſolution is come you ſhall certainly 
de with the Redeemer ? Pray tell me what 
ground have you for this confidence. She gave 
bim a recital of what the Lord had given her 
to ſee in the foregoing evenings, and how. ſhe 

was more and more ſtrengthened therein. But, 
fad he, are you not afraid that the Devil, that 

btile enemy, will deceive you? No, not at 
all, replied ſhe; the Devil has hold on me no 
more; Chriſt hath delivered me from * 5 
* but, 
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but, aid the Gentleman, the Devils are many, 5 
his name is Legion, and the Redeemer is but 
one. True, ſaid ſhe, but the Redeemer is God, 


ancl is ſtronger and mightier alone than all he 


Devils together. But, ſaid he, do you know 
that the Redeemer is a man? Yes, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, but he has redeemed me with his godly 
blood, and if he was not God, he could not 
have redeemed me. After ſome more diſcourſe, 
they fervently joined in prayer, and pointing 
out ſome Chapters in the Bible to be read to 
her, he departed. 

Wedneſday evening the Miniſter coming to 
the priſon, found ſome gentlemen of great 
quality waiting for him, who told him they had 
heard a remarkable change had taken place in 
the priſoner, and that they had a ſtrong deſire 
to hear it in his preſence, from her own mouth, 
which he gladly conſented to; the gentlemen 
went into the room, and che Miniſter with 
. 

-Catharitie ſeemed Hesl to wonder upon the 
firſt ſight of the company. Tou need not to 
be ſurprized, ſaid ny Miniſter, only anſwer 
the queſtions I will propoſe to vou with truth 

and freedom, and he converſed above an hour 

with her, the Gentlemen marvelling at her 
anſwers, and was very much affected with 
em. 

They defired the Miniſter Kerketly to make 
her ſpeak about the Doctrine of Juſtification. 
I am willing, ſaid he, but I cannot do it in theo- 
logical terms, becauſe ſhe will not be able to 
anſwer the ſame; but, ſays he, may be J fe 

5 et 
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let you hear from ber under a ſimilitude, the 
Doctrine of Juſtification. 

Upon this he turned towards the woman, 
defiring to know if ſhe ſtood not more 7755 
once with great concern before the Judges at 
the bar? Yes, ſaid ſhe. Did you not. ſtand 
there, ſaid he, as a criminal, and When your 
crimes and the puniſhment you deſerved was 
laid before you, did you not find an equity 
therein ꝰ She anſwered, yes. May be, ſaid he, 
you ſhould have been very glad if any one, 
at that time, had been your Advocate in order 
to procure a pardon for you? O yes, ſaid ſhe. 
Well, proceeded he, what did you think that 
Sunday night, when you ſtood before God as 
a criminal, being unable to ſee your ſins? _ 
God, ſaid ſhe, appeared to me as a righte- 
ous Judge; I ſaw I was a guilty ſinner, Who 
had nothing to pay for my fins, and that na 
puniſhment in eternity could be inflicted upon 
me which J had not deſerved. Did any body, 
ſaid the Miniſter, appear at that inſtant to be 
your Advocate? Yes, ſaid ſhe, Feſus Chriſt, 
who had ſhed his blood for me upon the Croſs, . 
app a on my behalf at the bar of God's 

J But, ſaid he, how did you know Jeſus 
4 Chriſt did ſo for you ? Becauſe, replied ſhe, he 
ſaid to me, thou art mine, and I am. yours, 
and he took all my fins away, and drew my 
whole heart over to him, Did you feel at that 
time, ſaid he, any joy in your heart? Les, 
ſaid ſhe, very great joy, ſo that I melted into 
love before him. 

One of the Gentlemen aſked her if ſhe did 
not find in her heart a bitter hatred againſt her 

Judges? 


Q * 
r 


EE . Ml A EOS EY 
* . £7 A * — 8 3% 2 a 7 | l —. by 5 = = . = 2 2 


48 racer and Merg triumphant 
judges ? No, Sir, ſaid ſhe, it has been fo with 


me, but now I love them. But, woman, ſaid 
the fame gentleman, is it poſſible: you can love 


them, when according to law they will bring 
ou to death? Yes, ſaid ſhe, becauſe ey 12 
bring me to my Redeemer for ever.. 
"The Miniſter defired to know if Se he 
had done nothing more for hay fides the 
ſhedding of his blood? *  - — 
She 5 ſne could not prop rly anſwer 
this queſtion, and broke out in a of rears. 
He defired to know why ſhe was ſo much 


grieved? All my thoughts are gone, ſaid ſhe, 


ecaufe I did not know how to anſwer that 
queſtion ; and Oh, now IThave loſt my pledge 
if your thoughts, as you call it, ſaid the Mini- 
ſter, have been good thoughts, they will eer- 
tainly return. He ordered to be read for her 
the ſeventh Chapter of Lake, and after Prayer, 
departed with the Gentlemen. 

Thurſday morning the other Oentlechan comi. 
to her, enquired how ſhe did? I am, fai 
ſhe, very ill in body. Well, Catharine, "ſaid 


he, may be you may ſuddenly and unexpected - | 


y die before the time of your etecution. No. 


„ daid the, I do not believe that; I muſt be, 

Sy as an example of God's grace. Yes, re- 
plied he, but alſo as an example to the world; ; 
that is true, laid ſhe, but only for men to 
take an example on me, and to fly from ſuck 
fins as I have committed; but Jeu Chrif has 


| payed for me at the bar of God's juſtice, 1 


have no puniſhment to 2 and ſhalt notſuffer 
any after death, —_ 
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She told him what ſorrow ſhe. had the night 
before, when the Miniſter had put the queſtion, 
to her to which ſhe could not frame a proper an- 


ſwer, and that ſhe had loſt all her thoughts, 
meaning ſhe was in a dark frame, as the 
Church complaineth ; my beloved-is gone away, 
| he is departed from me; that ſhe could not 
reſt the whole night, but had been continually 
calling upon the Lord, and had not ceaſed till 
her thoughts (as ſhe called it) and her inſtruct - 
ing dear Redeemer, ' was come again, ſaying 


to her, Fear not, I am with you; and that ſhe 


thereupon had been ſo affected with an inward 
unſpeakeable joy, that ſhe wiſhed to find words 
to expreſs her feelings. 

The Gentleman aſked her, if when ſhe lot 
her thoughts, (as ſhe called it) ſhe had not 
been in doubts and. fears about her intereſt in 
Chriſt? Yes, ſaid ſhe, it brought doubts, 


fears, and anxiety upon me, but now I " again. | | 


believe the work to be in truth. 


he conluded this viſit. - 

: Thurſday evening came the Miniſter to her, 
and found her in a quier ſerene frame of mind; 
-he examined her according to her capacity, in 


* 


After a little more converſation and prayer, "2 


an earneſt. and expreſſive manner, concern- 


ing the circumſtances ſne was in, and the 
dreadful eternity wherein ſhe e er long muſt 
enter. 

She gave a clear and expreſſive anſwer, unto 
all his queſtions, concerning her hope and ex- 
pectation in eternity; the Redeemer, ſaid ſhe, 
who is revealed unto me, has redeemed me 
_ eternal diſtruction, and will bring me 
* \ E | ale 
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ſafe to endleſs glory, and that will be far better 
for me, becaufe in this world 1 did nothing but 
fin, but there I ſhall fin no more, but iſe 
and - glorify God, for the 8 erred 


upon me. 
79 the had 


The Minifter defrred to Wow 
received her thopyhts-again, about the loſs of 
which, the foregoing evening, ſhe had been fo 
much grieved ? (here it muſt be obſerved, the 
Miniſter had not been able to ſee the other 
Gentleman, to whom fhe-related in the morn- 
ing, the renewed. manifeſtation of the Lord 
eſus to her fonl,) She anſwered, yes; but, 
id he, is it not all the fame to you, to have 
thoſe thoughts or not, becauſe, or 
mifling them, you remain the fame perſon? 
No, laid the, it is not equally the ſame to me, 
becauſe the loſs thereof made me miſerable 
and fore afraid to be loſt at laſt. | 
The Miniſter deſired to know; how and ia 
what manner ſhe had them thoughts, which the. 
loved and counted to be fo ble for her, 
reſtored to her again? - She anſwered, after 
fervent and continual p od _ — 8 
with God to reveal himſel 
| Redeemer was revealed to hs as 1 — 
clared to the other Gentleman in che morning. 
The Miniſter heard her words with wonder 
and affection, which words, though very fimply 
expreſſed, were the marks of real and N n 
mental truth. | 
Hie went to prayer with her, and after that, 
recommended her to examine herſelf as under 
the eyes of Lord, bleſſed her, wu vent 


away. 8 
f Friday y 


in the Converfon of A. C. Merks. 3: 
' Friday taorning the other Gentleman eme 


to ſee her and brought a perſon with him, and 
found her in the ſame frame of mind as the 
Miniſter left her the evening before; ſhe: gave 
a general ſatis faction to all thoſe that heard 


her; they went to prayer together, and as 


nothing material had happened ſince the ni 
bete he departed for that time. 18 

The evening of the ſame day, the Miniſter, 
with ſome other gentlemen, viſited her; but 
before they entered the priſon, one of the gen- 

tlemen thought he found 

her behaviour. She ſaid continually, ſaid he, 

ſhe was not afraid of death and the ſhame that 


will attend it, but laſt Tueſday ſhe deſired of the 
Court to be reſpited for a little while ; which, 


proceeds he, can be nothing but the fear of 
death; The Miniſter ' deſired him to ſpeak to 


her about it. 


The company found her very much fatigued, 


becaule ſhe had met with the continual converſa- 
2 of ſeveral gentlemen through the whole 


ay. | 2; 4D; 
But notwithſtanding all that, ſhe continued 
Lea d unmoyed in her mind, about what 
me had experienced before. 
Concerning what ſeemed to be contradictory 
in her behaviour, as mentioned above, the Mi- 
niſter ſaid to her, Well, Catharine, can I not 
ſee the fear of death in your countenance? 
She anſwered in a very ſerene manner, nd, Sir, 
I am not afraid of death, the day wherein 

all die will be the moſt bleſſed day of my 
ife. But, ſaid he, have you not been afraid 


E 2 deemer 


ſome inconſiſtency in 


of death? Yes, Sir, faid ſhe, before the Re- 
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deemer revealed himſelf to me, I was ſorely 
afraid, But, replied the Miniſter, was not you 
laſt Tueſday afraid to die? No, Sir, faid ſhe. 


Did I, replied he, dream of it, or did I hear 


Se of it? Did not you (this he ſpoke in 
a very quick manner) ſue for a reſpite laſt Twe/- 
day? Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe ; conſequently, replied 
he, for fear of death, otherwiſe you would not 


have done it. O no, Sir, ſaid ſne, not for fear 


of death, but only to have an opportunity to 
glorify God a little more upon earth, and to 
be inſtructed a little more, becauſe I know ſo 


little. 
If we obſerve what the Miniſter ſpoke to 


ber on 7 ueſday morning, as mentioned before, 


namely, That God converted men to glorify 


him upon earth, which ſhe could not do, her 


time being ſo very ſhort; ſpeaking in the way 


of objection againſt her converſion, in the 


very nick of time as ſhe was called up to the 
Court, no wonder that ſhe, having a true de- 
ſite to glorify the Lord on earth, and finding 


the Con nal to her, ſued actually for a 


reſpite. 

The Miniſter went to prayer with, and for | 
her, and ended the converſation of Friday 
night. 
Saturday morning both Gentlemen viſited her, 


and found her in a calm and comfortable frame 


of mind, and after a heart-ſearching conver- 


| ſation ſuited to her capacity, ſhe continued 


firm and ſure in the hope o. "Salvation, thro? 
Chriſt the Redeemer, | 
, The other Gentleman who had met with a 
perſon that made the ſame objection about her 
25 8 o ſuing 
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ſuing for a reſpite, was fully ſatisfied with 
what ſhe ſaid about his objection, being nearly 
the ſame words ſhe ſpoke to the Miniſter. the 
night before. | . WS. 
The Miniſter ſaid to her, are you not afraid, 
becauſe this morning you ſhall brought in 
the open air *, there to confeſs and declare 
yourſelf before God, the judge and the world, 
to be worthy of death, and to hear you ſum- 
moned againſt Tueſday next to be executed ? 
She anſwered with a very quiet mind, no, Sir, 
I can hear no word more pleaſing than that 
which will proclaim death to 'be at hand; F 
long for the moment in which. I ſhall be for 
ever with my Redeemer; you mult not con- 
clude' death, to be death to me, becauſe it will 
bring me to eternal life; but, ſaid ſhe, I am 
rather afraid of the multitude of people that 
I ſhall ſee there toget ner. 
Well, Catharine, ſaid the Miniſter, that pro- 
ceeds now from a mean ſpirit, not to be atraid 
of death and the dreadful ſummons thereto be · 
longing, and yet to be afraid 'for the people: 
Yet it is true, ſaid ſhe; but I hope God will 
— A ²˙ ·—— Es” 
Do you deſire, ſaid the Gentleman, that we 
mall pray for you? If the Gentlemen pleaſe, 
ſaid ſne; and being upon her knees, ſhe prayed 
firſt alone, if God would be pleaſed to give 
her ſtrength,” and to keep up in her the hope 


® The Priſoner confeſſeth in the open ſtreet, before the 
Priſon door, to deſerve death, and is ſummoned by the 
Chief Judge, againſt ſuch a day, at ſuch an hour, to apy 
pear * the Scaffold to be executed, The cuſtom in 
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which the had in Feſus Chrif her Redeemer, 
Do you deſire, ſaid the Miniſter, - the Holy 
Scripture ſhall be read to you ? Not at preſent, 


ſaid ſhe; and reaſon being demanded, ſhe de- 
fired to be alone in prayer; both Gentlemen, 
by her deſire, prayed for her and departed. 

Saturday in the afternoon both of them re- 
paired to her again, after ſhe had been ſummon- 
ed to appear Tueſday following to be executed, 
'The Miniſter had found an opportunity to in» 
quire about her behaviour at that time, which 


proved very ſatisfaftory, and to the admiration 


of every one that ſaw her there, She was kept 


in 2 very quiet frame of mind, no alteration: 
was obſerved in her countenance and behaviour, 


but every one had obſerved her face under 
proclamation of death, to be overſpread as it 


were, with a viſible mark of joy and gladneſs. 
The Miniſter, only to hear what ſhe would 
reply, ſaid to her, was you not frightened when 


death was proclaimed to you this morning? 
It was not ſo, Sir, faid ſhe, never was any 


word ſo ſweet to me as that word; I came 
back with more gladneſs then I went thither, 


knowing now the time of my diſſolution to be 
very near. But till, ſaid the Gentleman, death 
is the King of terrors to every thing living, 
and how can any body rejoice in the . — 


of death? What you ſay, Sir, ſaid ſhe, is true, 


but it is not ſp with me. I hope, through the 
grace of my Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, to meet 
death joyfully ! un 7 : 


The eye of the Miniſter lighted upon a piece 
of paper lying on the table; he deſired to know , 


what it was, and the other told him, it was a ny 
8 | 0 
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of four lines, what he repeated the day before 
as he was in converſation wich her. She de- 
fired to know if they were to be found in the 
Bible, or in any 5 book, that ſhe had a de · 
fire to learn it by heart. I anfwered, it was 
neither 1n the Bible or in any other book, and 
I wrote it by her deſire. The Miniſter defired 
to know if ſhe knew it by heart? and her 
anſwer was, that notwithſtanding her attend» 
2 had read it twenty times over to her, ſhe 
was incapable of repeating it by heart, chough 
it was but a verſe of four lines. 
By this we may ſee how bad her memory 
was, that in conſequence ſhe could hot have 
learnt her experience by repeating what ſhe 
only heard others ſpeak, ore it is evident 
ſhe had learnt it by the inward inſtruction of | | 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to the word of 

1 God, in * was entirely | 
\ ignorant. | "i c 

In the of the Lond's day, the Gene 
deman came to viſit her, and enquiring how 
ſhe did, anſwered, ſhe was very ill in body, 
having great pain in her bowels. The Gentle- 
man, in order to try her once more, laid hold. 
on that opportunity, ſaying to her, is it not 
_ evidently dear, that the 1 of God 
reſts ſtill upon you? Becauſe, ſaid he, if you - 
had an intereſt in Chriſt, and your fins were 
done away through him, deals yau think you 

ſhould be free from the ſmart and puniſhment 

of fin allo ? | 

No, Sir, ſaid the, God doth this in order to 

try me, to ſee if I will cleave unto him in 

this trial. I have deſerved a thouſand times 

1 4 heavier 


— —— ——_ 


mh ents nn login * 2 e 


ey ſaid 15 I had times wherein my EE 


W 


56 Grace an! Mer triumphant / 


heavier puniſhment, yea, damnation itſelf. But 
Woman, ſaid he, if this continued to your 
death? She immediately replied, - no, Sir, 1 
don't believe that the Lord will take it away 
from me, but if it was not ſo, and it laſted a 
thouſand years, Chriſt had ſuffered for me more 


than a thouſand times ſo much upon the Croſs. 


The Gentleman wondered at her. manner of 
expreſſing this, and was very much affected 


therewith. Shall I call upon the Lord, faid 


he, before I depart? Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, but 
did not deſire him to pray for the taking away 
of the pain in her bowels, When he had pray 


how earneſtly he left her. 


After publick worſhip. in the afternoon, the 
Miniſter coming to her, deſired unto know how 


mme did? She anſwered, that ſhe had been very 
ill with the pain in her bowels in the nn 


but that the Lord had taken it away. 
It is remarkable, that in the morning he 
told the other Gentleman, that the Lord ſhould 
take her pains away at the ſame time it. was 
clear, by her very expreſſions, that her heart 
was ſubdued unto the will of God: Here was 
the anſwer of her faith, God actually took her 
pains away, probably it was not an imagi- 
nation, but a believing erpectation i. in which ſhe 
was not aſhamed but confirmed. 

The Miniſter examining her again as before, 


Laid to her, what are the grounds of your ex- 
pectation? She repeated freely and willi 


ngly, 
the ſame experiences as ſhe did before. When 


the queſtion was put to her, if ſhe never had 


been in doubt and fears about her ſtate ? Yes, 
were 
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were gane, and I had loſt my alta: and 
then I was very much perplexed with ſorrow, 
but my Redeemer was ſo good to comfort me 
again, and to bring me into. my former aſtab>. 
liſhment. 
After a little more converſation, hs — 
ed down before the Lord, praying earneſtly 
- to grant her all ſhe wanted in her circumſtanees. 
y | The Miniſter bleſſed her, and departing, ended 
the converſation of that day. 
Monday morning the Gentleman viſited ber, 
and defiring to know how ſhe did, ſhe told 
him, that the man who attended her he. night 
paſt, had ſpoken. very particular to her, more 
than any body did before that attended her, 
and how he told her in what manner God had 
forgiven him his fins, and had delivered bim 
from eternal damnation; and ſhe could: not, 
ſaid ſhe, but expreſs. her wonder thereat, be- 
cauſe never one of all them that had been with 
her had done the ſame ; ſaying, at the ſame 
time, ſhe did not know that either of the 
Gentlemen chat had been to viſit her had been 
14 ſo taught. 
Ee anſwered her, don't you believe that 1 
and the other Gentleman have ſpoken to you | 
according to the holy word of God? Tes, | 
ſaid ſhe, but the Gentlemen can read, Well, 
ſaid he, don't you believe that the other Gen- a 
tleman and I know experimentally the things il 
ſpoken to you ? I do not know it, ſaid ſhe, J | 
will hope it; but the Gentlemen never told me 
of it, and if the Redeemer Fe/us Chriſt. is not 
revealed to the Gentlemen, they ag dleſtitute 


ct of true knowledge . 
$1 4 The 


58 Grace and Mercy triumphant. 


The Gentleman wondered much at this re- 
mark, and ſaw clearly that ſhe believed the 
grace of God not to be univerſal, but that ſhe 
had a conception, that it was a free gift of God 
- without reſpect of perſons. . & 
.- - Surely the expreſſions of this priſoner muſt 
appear to be truly fooliſhneſs to a natural man 
that had never been bleſſed with the knowledge 
of himſelf and of God's moſt holy nature; yet. 
it is a certain truth, according to the word of 
God, and the experience of all Chriſtians, 

1 throughout all ages, that a converted man never 

4 is morein his element than when he may ſpeak 

1 or hear ſpoken of God and his ways. 

A A veſſel can give nothing out but what it has 
within; Nature ſpeaks only of Nature, and a 
Chriſtian ſpeaks of God truly; as long as he 

is upon earth, he is obliged to converſe with 

natural men, but never with that inward joy 

and ſatisfaction which he experiences in the 
converſation of his fellow Chriſtians. Behold, 
ſaid the Apoſtle, it is all new; truly, ſo is it 
here indeed ! His inclinations, the goings out 
of his love, his pleaſures, all are new; the Old 
Man, and what pertained thereunto, is a 
burden to him; it is a pleaſure to him when 
any one in his preſence is ſpeaking of God, his 
ways, and the experience of the upright in 
heart, and no wonder at all; becauſe there is 
directly an amen in the foul, and a union in, 

5 and a melting over of the heart; how much 

4 more muſt this take place in the priſoner ? The 

| = hriſtian approaching near the bleſſed hour of 

| 3 how is his mouth filled with rejoicings, 

fain would he make every one with whom he 

9 1 converſes 
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converſes a partake © of his gladoeks, to be 
really in his blefled condition. T nts 
was newly converted, ſhe was ſure ſhe ſhould, 

in a ſhort time have nothing to do with men, 
_ the time of het diſſolution being at hand, 
ry probably ſhe thought 2 or very 
line, of the things of this. world; and why 
may we not ſuppoſe that ſhe ſtood like the 
Apoſtle Pam, when he cried out, I would to God 
that not only thou, but alſo all that hear me this day, 
were both almoſt and altogether ſuch as I am, except 
theſe bonds? 

Above all this, what made the converſation 
of the perſon that attended her more agreeable, 
was doubtleſs this: She being born and brought 
up in the Roman religion, and having in the 
courſe of her diſſolute life no converſation, ſave 
with them that were the ſame with her in 
wickedneſs; having never heard any thing of 
God's dealings with ſinners; no, never by the 
Gentlemen that came to vilit her in AY 
who wiſely concealed that from her, no os. 
the account this man gave of the Lord's deal- 
ings with his ſoul muſt have been precious to 
her; particularly as ſhe compared her experi- 
ence with his, being the {ame in ſubſtance, ſo 
much the more ſhe was confirmed i in her own 
converſion thereby. -. 

The two beforementioned. Gentlemen that 
day meeting, the one told the other what the 
2 had ſaid to him; the Miniſter ſaid he 
was glad that he never had ſpoken a word of his 
own experience to her; that he was fully ſatiſ- 
fied ſhe could have taken nothing from him; 
that he was very glad the man who 2 
15 | er 
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her that night had not been with her before, 
being now ſure ſhe could take nothing from any 
others experience. DES e enn, 
That man declared in a company of about 
ſixteen perſons, that he had ſpoken with her 
ftom the evening he came to watch her till 


three o'clock in the morning; that "ſhe had 


iven him an account of her ' converſion in 
. the very ſame as is related above; | 
that he, after ſhe had reſted a while, had awak- 
ened her about five o'clock-in the morning, in 
order to ſpeak a little more with her ; that ſhe 


very willingly aroſe, and after ſhe had been in 


prayer, began to ſpeak concerning the grounds 


of her hope as before; that he had given her 


a little interim of time in which ſhe took an 


opportunity to ſpeak with the other attendant, 


and that ſhe told him what inward ſatisfaction 
ſhe found in the © converſation of that man 
contrary to another, that attended her ſome 
nights before, of whom ſhe ſpoke with a kind 
of abhorrence, The ſame man deelared to the 
company, that he found no doubtings in his 


heart about the happy ſtate of that woman. 


Monday afternoon the Miniſter viſited her, 
but to his great ſurprife. he found her very 


confuſed and dark, having not enough pre- 


ſence of mind to anſwer properly the queſtions 
he propoſed to her concerning 'the hope that 
was in her. He defired to know the reaſon 
thereof? and ſhe anſwered, ſhe was yery much 
fatigued, ſhe had had no reſt the whole day by 
reaſon of a ſeries ' of diſcourſes ſhe had been 
obliged to enter in with ſeveral Gentlemen that 
had been viſiting her. The Miniſter found m_ 
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ſelf deeply concerned about it, the ſhortneſs 
of her time was much impreſſed upon his 
mind, he wiſhed to ſee her work cleared up in 
her laſt moments, and finding her in that con- 
dition he reſolved to depart, thinking to be 
alone in prayer was the beſt for her, if the 
Lord would be pleaſed to ſettle her mind and 
to enable her to ſpeak with clearneſs about her 
expectation of Heaven. But ſome Gentlemen 
being preſent, deſired him to ſpeak a little with 
her, and being perſuaded, he ſaid to her, Well, 
Catharine, I hope that all our labour is not in 
vain, that you ſhould deceive yourſelf at laſt 
with a fond imagination of having a ſure 
ground? She anſwered, no, Sir, do not think 
o, be not concerned about me, God 2 | 

bleſſed the labour done on me, and he will 
reward you; but now I am ſo tired out and 

fatigued that I cannot ſo well ſpeak with. you 

as I could wiſh. The Miniſter replied, let me 

propoſe this one queſtion to you, and endea- 
vour to give me an anſwer upon it in truth and 
ſincerity, Is it not a great thing to deny a 
religion wherein you are born, to embrace a 
doctrine whereof you never knew any thing, 
and to believe this to be the true doctrine, 
wherein the way of Salvation, according to the 
word of God, is to be ſound and to be reſolved 
to die therein? She anſwered, yes, Sir, if I 
had remained in my blindneſs in that religion, 
I ſhould have been unhappy, as all them are 
that ate kept in blindneſs, except they are in- 
ſtructed in the way of Salvation by God him- 
ſelf in their ſoul, for which I bleſs God who 
hath brought me hither for that purpoſe ;- but 
. now 
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now I can ſpeak no more, being ſo fatigued. | 
Then the Miniſter and the other Gentlemen 


took leave of her. 


It appeared clearly by her ates, that ſhe 


did not depart from the Roman religion, with- 


out perfect perſuaſion of mind, and ſhe 
was convinced of an abſolute impoſſibility of 
being ſaved without the inward teachings of 
the Holy —_—_— 

How fimple her expreſſions are, they are 
powerful and to the purpoſe ; there is not a 
may be in them all to be found; ſhe ſpeaks 
3 and plain, and as if this was not plain 
enough, ſhe added, that every one that died 
in a natural ſtate muſt be unhappy. But what 
merits our obſervation moſt, is that ſhe placed 
her happineſs not merely in being inftrodted into 
the true docttine, but the being inftructed by 
God himſelf in the ſoul, and though in dark- 
neſs and fatigue, ſhe ſpeaks AY and weighty 
as to thar point ſtill. 

" Tueſday morning being the day of execution, 
about nine o'clock both Gentlemen came to 
viſn her; finding her upon her knees in prayer, 


as foon as ſhe Able they defired to know how 


it was with her? and her anſwer was, Very 
well; Jam glad my time is at hand, I have 
been rendering thanks unto God becauſe he 
hath enlightened me again. I don't fear Death 
at all! be not afraid concerning me, and if 
you ſee me weep don't imagine it is out of 
forrow, but of joy and gladneſs, hecauſe Death 
ſhall not be Dearh to me, but an entry into 


eternal life to be for ever with Jeſus, my moſt 


It is not to be underſtood here that no perſon can be 
faved in communion with the Church of Rome. 
precious 


in the Converſion-of A. C. Merks. 63 


precious Redeemer, who bought me freely with 
godly blood, and had paid for all my fins} - 


his 
When we beholll this object as we ought 

to do, as a perſon who was a few days hence 
ſo deeply ignorant, we cannot but wonder to 


hear her ſo plainly utter ſuch a la ſtand- 
* 4 2 vin 
That there are ungodly who fmite cheir con- 
ſcience as upon the mouth, ſaying, they are 
not afraid of Death, may be true; but then, 
their very expreſſions are of another nature, 
never proceeds the name of Jeſus out of their 
mouths, and they appear fo commonly from 
the firſt time of their impriſonment; but this 
prifoner did certainly not fear Death, and if 
we look over her whole behaviour we ſhall find 
the reaſon thereof, and that is, as ſhe confeſſeth 
even her intereſt in Chriſt. | 
It would be inconſiſtent with all and 
reaſon, if any body would aſcribe this to be 
a ſtrong and d deluded imagination; ſurely, the 
horrible preſence of Death would ſoon over- 
power it. Beſides, we remember how afraid 
ſhe was to die when the Gentlemen firſt 
"lite r 
The Miaitter ſaid to her, Catharine,” in three 
ome time you ſhall + be in that fathomleſs 
eternity! Yes, ſaid ſhe, that is true; I know 
not yet what great mercy God hath given me, 
but then 1 ſhall know it pertedtly ! I — full of 
joy inwardly, becauſe there comes an eternity 
to glorify and praiſe God in, wick all the 
blefled Angels in an everlaſting bleſſedneſs! 
I cannot . u do it here below, and if 1 


lived 


\ 
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TH ; | . a 

1 - | : - « ” A 
% lived ever ſo long I could not perform it as 
Th The other Gentleman ſaid, what is the 
5 ground of your confidence upon which you 


tereſt in Jeſus, the Redeemer of ſinners and of 
me, who calleth now at preſent inwardly in 


| 
| 
| 

ji | believe that? Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, I have an in- 
| 
| my ſoul, fear not, I have redeemed thee, thou 
| | | 


| art mine. ö 1 4 

1 The Miniſter ſaid to her, do you deſire us 
5 to pray once more for you? She ſaid, yes, if 
as it pleaſed the Gentlemen. But, ſaid he, what 
1 will you we ſhall pray for? and ſhe anſwered, 
4 he ſhould render thanks to God for all the 
# bleſſings hitherto conferred on her, and if it 
„ would pleaſe the Lord to ſtrengthen her in the 
| hour to come, and that if ſhe ſtood in a deceit» ' 
* ful way God would diſcover it to her... 
. The reaſon why ſhe deſired the Gentlemen 
5 to render thanks unto God for her, ſeems to 
$ 3 proceed from this, that nobody had ſpoken a 
1 word of comfort to her. The other Gentle- 


. man offered prayer to God according to her 
Wi -- Notwithſtanding the proceedings of both Gen- 

& tlemen about this perſon may appear ſtrange to 
,! - rhe reader, they had a proper ground for ſo 

5 doing, that no uneaſineſs could properly enter 
their minds afterwards abotit her, as if ſhe had 

taken over as her own, the experience of ano- 
ther; but at the ſame time ' obſervation had 
taught them that ſome perſons in her condition 


| did ſpeak a deal of experience, of which perſons 
M afterwards remained a deal of ſuſpicion in the 
| - migds of the ſurvivors, about the truth thereof, 


l! as 
1 | / * 
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28 the Rivencod Doctor Comrie related of ſuch: - 
a perſon in his works; but above all, ſuch as 
are eſtabliſhed by the moſt high God himſelf, 
have no need to be eſtabliſhed by men, 1 
- - The Gentlemen told her, how would let her 
alone a few minutes by herſelf, but they ſhould 
ſoon return to her again; ſhe declared, her de- 
fire was to be alone with the'Lord, the few mi- 
nutes ſne had to live. Then both the Gentle- 
men went up ſtairs in a room where ſome 
company. was together; they uttered ſdmething 
about the laſt converſation with the priſoner ; 
a Gentleman preſent obſerved, that it might 
be, the priſoner would alter her mind by and _ 
by, when ſhe ſhould hear the ſentence of Poor 
pronounced upon her at the bar. The Miniſter 
3 that ſuch thoughts took place in ſome; 
body elſe, about her appearance in the open air, 
the 1 before; but that the f uſpected 
alterations of mind appeared to conſiſt, in a 
greater enlargement, and a greater meaſure of 
gladneſs, upon her aproaching happineſs, The 
Miniſter aſked that Gentleman, if ſome anxiety, 
darkneſs, or the fear of death, did appear in her, 
he would conclude her to be loſt? No, ſaid he, 
if ſhe had grace before. The Miniſter replied, 
that for the ſpace of more then eight days, ſhe 
had declared that to ſeveral, and to him, and 
the other Gentleman preſent, even that very mi- 
nute had given a full ſatis faction. 
The Miniſter ſaid further, that all the uneaſi- 


neſs he had the night before, was entirely taken | 


from him that morning, as ſhe had given him, 
on the other 3 the. cleareſt * 
| n 
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nies of het hope, end 1 ee in Chrift the” 
Redeemer. le 5 
Both che Gentlemetiwent again wehe prifoner, 
and found her in the ſatme bleſſed ſituation as be- 
fore; und after they had been for the aſt tne 
with, her in prayer, they ſtaid a few tri nutek 
with her; l the Miniſter faid, huve yon til} 
any thing to ſay to us; Becauſe we do not know, 
if we hall have ay opportunity to ſpeak with 
* She ſaid, an hoped to have opportune = 
to ſpeak to them till the very jaſt moment, 
the ground on which ſſie ſtood, and 


concerning 

on which : the to enter e — 4 
both the hg ee Preſfſecd her ſtron 

the had any thing to tay, to do it p _ 
Ship atiivercd, Siro, I thank you for all che 16ve 
and labour beſtowed on me, ſuch an 
one. The Lord God ſhall reward you !/'the 


| Miniſter, ſaid: to her, 'Catharime, wedeſiremho re- 


ward, our reward wilbbepreat, if we huve bern 
the means, in he. bakd of: God, of ple 


yOu, as n brand, out vf 'the fire o e 


E langve x 
Lou are, ſaid ſhe,: bind of my blood * 3 
The Gentlemen prefled - her again; if ſhe 
had any thing to ſay, to do it now, \Urfor they 

departed. I hope, ſaid the, oppo 

be given _ N, de not, 
Lwiſh you a good night, will eternity comes z 
to dwell wick yon both in 
6d; and to 


evertating glory, to praiſe o 
ten! 
great Ges of 


She ſpoke thoſe. words with a 


affection, and with — 8 *Whete 
22.01 - 33 


% 
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upon che Miniſter -anſwerdd,., if theſe, things 
are ſo, and God hath meccifully given unt 
vou ſo greit a ſalvation, we wiſh, you alſo a 
good night, till eternity cometh ; and then yon 
ſhall be our crown and rejoicing, in the day cr 
Jeſus Cbriſt, when he ſhall. appear, The ot 
_ Genkltnan-ſpake to the ſame purpoſe, and ſo 
departed from ber gredtly affected. coy, 2 
he was fetched up directly, to hear. her ſe 
tener pronounced 5 bar; and both theGenele- 
men went into the antichamber, to wait for A 
When ſentence was pronounced, ſhe was le 
68485 Gentlemen by two officers ; the ſtood in a 
bleſſed and perfectly ſerene frame of mind before 
them, in the ꝓreſence of that Gentleman, who 
made-the xemark about an alteration of mind in 
her, When ses, ſhould * pronounced, 
Kent others preſent. yh baſs ; 
Tb other 2 ſpoke, Grſt to her, fay- | 
ing;-do you ſtand faſt in the expectation, that 
your end will be peace? Tes, ſaid ſhe, now are 


the moments, I ſtay here, tedious to mel 0 


aon "bee gu, with en 
r 7 | 92. #34 Bs 
Ehe Maſter ſad. * her, 04 5 you. ay any 


ſaid he, to ſay any thing there? Sbe anſwer 

Me would have Nerd > pardon for the lies ſhe 
had , to the tourt 4 5 her 3 
for which lies ſhe begancto weep bitterly. The 
NMlicuſter replied to her, Catharine, the ſentenge 
of death will be eyecuted on you. this m 
ment, for all your treſpaſſes againſt the law of 

your country: reſt therein. But this moment, 


you mull — * who i of mor 


ching at the bar ? No faid the. Had you a dec. 
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leſs Holineſs, and-of majeſtic Righteouſneſs, be- 
fore whom nothing can ſtand that ig unclean, 
do you'think to ſtand before him/? Yes, ſaid f 
decauſe that God hath given to me his Son, and 
he hath paid rightecufneſs for me at the bat of 
his holy juſtice. The queſtion being put to her, 
if ſne now ſaw no ſin in herſelf ? She ſaid, I be- 
lieve, Sir, I ſhall fin as long as I my here, but 
Fefus has covered the ſame, 
Now ſhe was fed to the place, wierd * 
ing to cuſtom, public prayer was to be made for 
her. The other Gentleman was obliged to ſtay 
in the, anti chamber, being ſo much affect. 
ed; and it is very remarkable, that ſhe told 
him, the Monday morning before, that ſhne he- 
lieved he ſhould not attend her to the end. 
The Miniſter followed her, and when ſhe 
Kneeled down, public prayer was made for her. 
When the aroſe from her knees, the Miniſter 
deſired to know, if ſhe had any ching more to 
ſay? Tes, ſaid ſhe, I have a deſire to ſpeak a 
word to che ſpectators: and it being permitted 
her to do it in that place, ſhe ſaid, O good peo- 
ple ! take example from me ! and fly from the 
ins I committed, that you may not come un- 
der ſuch puniſnment t but my fins, are forgiven 

me. and my treſpaſſes are blotted out. 
New ſhe was led to the ſcaffold, erected 
| acalint the back front of the Manſion Houſe, and 
having” Communication therewith, the Mi- 
niſter looking behind him, ſaw the Executioner 
Jay hold on her, tying her hands together, 
which ſhe ſuffered with the utmoſt quietneſs, 
laying her hands together, of her own accord; 
8 walking on __e * Miniſter, ſhe aid, 
ow 


j 


vo a im 1 3 oing to my angden! One of the 


officers tha led her, ra afterwards 'that 


/ the ſaid to him, Tou lead me away, but 1 am 
happier than you!! | 


Coming upon the Scaffold (there being a 


multitude of ſeveral thouſands of ſpectators 
ſhe lifted up her hands, ſpeaking he ſam 


words as ſhe ſpoke before; O good people, rake 


example from me, Sc. As ſoon as ſhe came 
to the ſtake on which ſhe way to be ſtrangled, 


ſhe beheld the place with Sobel quiet- 


neſs of mind; then turning herfelf ard the 
Judges there reſent, ſhe made a gentle com- 
155252 with her body, and ſtepping with a 
ſurpriſing freeneſs of mind upon the foot - ſtool, 
placed herſelf againſt the ſtake, as one that prey 
_ pared herſelf to die. 
The Miniſter feeling him ſelf mightily frenghhi 

ened, ſaid to hergCatharine, I take now Hea- 
ven ven and Earth to witneſs, that we have ſet 

before you: the bleſſing and the curſe, death 
, and life! What is now your choice ? and ſhe 


anſwered, life. Upon what ground, faid he? 
and her anſwer" Was, only upon the perfect 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus, "who hath payed for all . 


my fins, p 

The Miniſter re lie; is this then the only 
ground upon which you ſhall enter eternity 
this moment? and her anſwer was, Yes, Sir. 


then in peace, and the God of peace be eyer- 
laſtingly the God of your wonder and rejoic- 
ing; and ſing before the throne the ſong of the 

Lamb, thou haſt redeemed me to God by th thy blood ! 


F 3 Catharing, 


Whereupon, the Miniſter, under great affection : 
of mind, ſaid to her, Now, Catharine, depart "BN 
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Cathgring,. being, now no more. able to PSY 
Ye. cor [bei tied, bowed as it were twice, 
955 uo with er head, as a ſign that ſhe un-. 
what he ſaid, and as with ap "Amen, 

anſwered... -. 2 

Such was he” God-diſhonouring "7 and 
the God-gloritying death, of Anya Cater 
Merks : an object wherein the Lord was pl 
to apt the gloty of his free vomericted 


is too won derful for the L d 7 
7 the RAR. of eternal truth hath 
teſtified 1000 the Phariſees, that Harlots and 
2ublicans ſhould enter the kingdom of Heaven 
xfore them. Truly, with the Lord ate eſcaped 
from Death as many as have accepted him: 
he hath given them power to be called the 
children af God: he ſtands. continually in the 
corners, of. the ſtreets, and. ways inviting 
every one; he giveth, the ſame full gracious 
reward to them that come at the gleventh, a 
to them that. Fab at the. ninth hour. We 
may not ſin, that the grace of God 
abound: God forbid! But doubtleſs, it caſts a 
more glorious light, when the: N on whom 
the Lord is pleaſed to beſtow the #; 


0 — — 12185 Was : 
noted. nner above. : many ot ut mo 
peculiar, when that noted linger i is Ant 
above e | 
How gl y ſhigeth then, the grace . 
God in t — of Anna Catharina Nerts ! 
Moſt evidently 1 is this truth manifeſted, in 


that God is no reſpectex of perſons, but but that 
be nl bo have n . whom he. will have 


She 


ET 


i 5 | * 


in the Converfien of N. C. Mecks. zr 


| She. wes an object zhat did not know ſhe had! 


a copicience: true, ſue had experienced an 
anxiety of beaxt after ſhe, committed fin; but 
from wheneę it proceedeth ſhe was ignorant. 
Where is deeper 1gnorance to be found 7 Ho- 
ſmall is the difference betwixt ſuch a ratiogal 
being and ane of the brute creation? To feel the 
dictates of a conſcience, and not to know from 
whence it cameth, is very like. irrationallity. 
Such a one, certainly lies apen to.the commiſ 
fion of all wickedneſs, becauſe where a man 
naturally is born in all ſin, he will greedily 
plunge himſelf therein, if he be not reſtrained. 
The firſt reftraint is the conſcience ; and whets 
à man is ignorant thereof; nothing can be ex-. 
pected bit the e, af all manner of 
Gn and wickedneſs. f 
She knew no more of a God, hs her own 
confeſſian, than by hear-ſay: conſequently, the 
inquiring after a Cit of ſuch eternal import- 
ance had never been the ſubject of her / feriquy - 
attention: though it is certain, according to St. 
Paul, that all natural men tive without Gd; 
yet, at the ſame time, they know there is a God 
by more than hear · ſay, but Catharine di uy | 
knaw it by that. 
None muſt apptebend me to mean chat he 
was created | with lefs abilities to know God 
than others: far be it from me to ſuppoſe it: ſhe 
confeſſed ſhe had anxieties, and that the ſame pro- 
ceeded from conſcience, and conſeience being 
| l in her of God as a judge, and judging ac- 
to that law, which is naturally written in 
— men, conſequently ſhe had a know 
ledge of a Rm Law-giver created in hen, 
eſis F 4 becauſe 
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tion or otherwiſe, was as a talent buried 1 in a 


becauſe wherea judge is, there is a Sovereign; ina 
where there is a law, there is a law- giver; but 
that knowledge being dark through a corrupted 
nature, inſtead of being cleared up by eduea- 


napkin. 5 5 5 

The greateſt part of her N are SHY 
able. When the Miniſter put the queſtipn to 
her, if ſhe believed that God had created the 
firſt man evil, ſne ſpoke ſincerely, without diſ- 
ſimulation, faying, She could not apprehend it 
otherwiſe. Truly this ought to make many hun- 


dreds bluſh, who confeſs with their mouths. that 


good and upright, but deny 


God created 8 
the ſame truth by their actions. She ſpoke 


plainly as ſhe apprehended it, and it is moſt 


evident, een in chat manner from the very 


beginning 


She — "I them name of the firſt man 


to be Adam. How ſhe came by that knowledge 


remains dark to us: but we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, by her life and education, that ſhe had 
heard this but hiſtorically,” rather than that ſhe 
was inſtructed thereid, in order to lead her up 
to the knowledge of her miſery ;. at leaſt,” ſhe 

knew nothing of the Holy Scripture, 'and he 


who knows nothing thereof, may be reaſonably 


* {tiled deeply ignorant, becauſe he knows nothing 


of the way of Salvation: though God, as God, 


may be revealed in our hearts, but not as a 
God of Salvation: and what profit was it to her 
to know that the firſt man was called Adam; 


ſhe knowing nothing of the firſt command, 


neither any thing of the fall of man, and o 


ee ignorant of 10 miſerx. 
| But 


in the Death of A. w Merks. 73 


Bot who muſt not tremble hen he beholds 
her an object choſen by God as a veſſel of 
mercy, that under all her ignorance is clean in 

der own eyes! Beſides, that the ſame object had 
but a few days to remain in this world, and 

muſt be lead in that little ſpace of time thro? 
the whole way of converſion. © © © 

muſt it have appeared to has. 


Ho ſtrange 


God! in what condition -muſt her mind have 

been when ſhe was convinced ſhe was born in 

fin, a child of wrath, deſerving hell from the 

| womb! what ſorrow compaſſed her heart when 

a ſhe heard the law of God read to her, and was 
found guilty of the breach of every command 

thereof ! what anxiety muſt have filled her mind 


fore her the breach of one command to be de- 

| ſerving of everlaſting deſtruftion! how much 
more dreadful the damnation upon the breach 
of the whole law, which ſhe-confeffeth her- 
ſelf to be guilty of ! muſt ſhe not have trem- 

| bled, when the Miniſter opened unto her the 
nature of the curſe ! Are we able to repreſent 
the ſituation wherein ſhe was at that time, if 
we add to it, that ſhe was certain of the ſhort- 
neſs of her life! Sure the iſſue had taught her 
that the Holy Ghoſt carried on the work: within 
her very powerfully: the firſt converſation ſtruck 
her to the heart, and the firſt night muſt be a 
witneſs how oppreſſive the burden of ſin was 
5 hers: and how ſhe was bowed down under 

: this will appear clearer anon. 

| "/ Newt while here is another ey of ber 
deep ignorance; ſhe did not know the differ- 
$44 | ence 


to hear the fall of man out of the word 


when the Miniſter, by the word of God, ſet be- 


r 


„ * 


— — 


— — 


— 


$ 
* . 
1 
. 

5 
: . 
: 

, 
3+ 7 

. 

- ; 

1 1 

* 
* 
1 
® 
p 
1 
VF 
, 
| 
. 
. ' 
- 

» WI 
3 
* F 
x 

F 

by 7 
*. 

by » : 

= 4 

: 

+ if iT 

* 

a 

7 * 

bo 

FE» 1 

T 

1 

P C3 
* * 
: 

4 

12 f , 

£2 

F 

We 4 
. 
11 
-M 
* 
* 

= a> 

» © J 
2 
11 
+ 
on 17 
9 KL 

= 3 

3 | 

8 
* 
? 1 

Ft 

A, þ 
8.2 
wn” 

* „ 
Sid 
2 j 
= * 
i , 

1 
—— * 

„ 
I. + 

1 

+ - . 

N 
* * 

FILE 
| 
#7 i 

LA "1 
+ , w * 
* | 
EE 

21 

* 
® 13 

1 

4 | 
7 
228 - 
1 
ww. 

n Sy 
"4 
i 
4 1 
4 
TY 
| 
1 
199 1 
"el 
' 


2 - 
[ 


hended that every man after death was 
becauſe the could; make nothing of 


Ar: 


Chriſt crucified was an offence ta the Jews, and 
| fooliſhneſs to the Greeks ;! hut to them that are 
called, boch Jews and Greeks, the power and 


- — -- - _- 


a quickly (allen: VP ery opts our 
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ence: betwixt man and beaſt. She ſpake of an 
Heaven, but 18 ignorant of ball. She had heard 
ſomething of a purgatory in the church, but 
could 35 make any. thing of it. By all this there 


8 appeared to be a reh. ignorance in her than 


the very Heathens, who ſu ppoſed there were 
wuniſhments and re atter 8 She not 
Erne there was 2 Hell, canſequemiy a dg. 
VER, 
a Purgatory. 
Upon the queſtion, .how. many: ways there 
were after death? an eternal glory, was her 
ho ever aw AR IgNATSAFR Dey to 


"Se did not know what to make of a 1 
but when the Miniſter ſpoks of 2 Hell, 


5 dwelling place of the ungodly after death, 


and gave a terrible deſcription thereof, how mult 


her affections have been moved thereby 


She knew na; who Jeſs Chriſt was 3 beſides 
ſhe believed there were three Gods, 
are the words of St. Paul fulfiled, that > 


wiſdom of God. 


However deeply ignorant ſhe was, yet che word 
ſpoken was Melt do her diredtly z' it worked 


with her the lame 1 4 when both the ww 
tlemen came to fe be 

could not conceal in is it e 
heart; ſhe was in anguiſh in the priſep, and her 


morning {ſh 
heavy on — 


ſoul was now in a more dreadfyl priſon, op 
— 


ler 


— 


—_— 
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. Ee Bake God's. mercy without, Sn 
1 e 10 5 Wer, go more ancho 


s hos 1 70 of Gp, God's juſtice md 
adgment that was to follow ; eternity lay 
eavier than lad, ap. ber ſoul, and where the 
Len De found ng ng : and "if there. was 

ch a one, as the Miniſter told. her, ſhe” did 
not know him, neither in what manner to, ap- 
roach to him, or how and What to pra pray. for, 
b * repeat the ten e o 0 this 


more 180 8 58 
Ahle pale ON. is now. 12 hen Fa 


ko arc 220 59 to be ae pers 
eat uw mean whue they believ 
; 2 aw and th ; 26h of the Chriſtian Faith 
to il a prayer, None of them is ignorapy 
bs. an. Act o 'Pachament to be a 
Peisten ic t ame Parliamęgt; and ſill, they | 
oo the 1 85 to abby ut this A 
over with the priſoner, ſh uilty from 
the 2. of Od when ſhe had a e 
to, the Lord's Pra BE Gentleman took 15 
15 W 1 ſt viſit, in which, time 
ply SATO the had mocked God 
y 6 t of that as many times as 
the þ pare o . way times a 
0 bow dreadful, now vas "her condition! 
eternal damnation preſſed 10 Be 7 heart, no 
door of eſcape 700 4 JN ath was ready 
to drag her u Ren. but ill ſhe 
held fat on awotbing.y he bY prayed. for an 


A 184 50 her, and the believed Saintz 
ck Angels 1 0 fr her. The, t 


17 537 
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ſter took this and all falſe refuges from the, 
inting her only unto à crucified Savſour. 

She remained in this mournful condition till 
de ; the hammer of eternal deſtruction 
continued beating upon her heart, and not ſo 

1 much the firſt, as the ſecond death repreſented 
"of itſelf every moment to her, ſurrounded with 
+8 a train of pains and horrors z while the firſt 
death ſeemed to threaten not to give her a 
3 ſingle moment's reſpite : and ſhe was convinced 
+> . already, that after death no reconciliation was 


_ wa. 55 be found with God, Knowing not the ſaid 
# | us. . 
| She was unhappily viſited that afternoon by 
one that miniſtered comfort to her without 
eſus Chriſt. This gave her a little eaſe: ſhe 
1 iſtened to this without thinking, that if God's 
1s mercy was greater than his righteouſneſs, (which 
13 neceſſarily muſt be, if he pardoneth without 
+ ſatisfaction) that his righteouſneſs muſt be im- 
+% 138 and conſequentiy, God be no more 
= - od | 
4 That little eaſe ſhe paid dear foe the very 
day of her fooliſhneſs ; and bewailed the time 
the had loft, with abundance of tears. As ſoon 
as ſhe had-heard a deſcription of God's righte- 
 ouſneſs, ſhe felt the weight of all her fins uni- 
verſally through this miſtake, in ſuch a peculiar 
manner, that the following morning a weakneſs 
of body, and a viſible alteration on her 2 
were to be ſeen. 
From Saturday evening to Sunday ni ght was 
the moſt dreadful time 12 : the anguiſh of 
ſoul, and the wreſtlin i cannot be 


uttered with words. Every thing ſhe — ö 
N ore 
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fore was now taken away from her, no here 
could the find any « opening: ſhe ſtood ſtill by 
what ſhe miſſed: but if that ſhould ever be 
given unto her was. 8 reat doubt, and wii 
out that all was by her hopeleſ. 
Not without aſtoniſhment can we "behold, 
that juſt upon that Sunday morning the Gentle: 
man who had been ſo many times with her was 
conſtrained to ſpeak from the thirty- third Chap- 
ter of Jab about the dreams, which gave her 
directiy an opportunity to tell him hat warn 
ing ſhe had of God in à dream, the night be- 
fore ſtie cortivitted the Juſt Seit, for which the- 
was to ſuffer; becauſe, this b t not only a 
ter of ſin upon her heart, but the © 
found a moſt clear 8 that God ſtill 
chought on ſuch a great liner in giving > 
45 timely a warning. 
The Lord, Who ad. to. his eternal 
. knew how to glorify his grace in her, 
directed the mouths of both the Gentlemen, and 
bleſſed their words to her. They both beheld 
her with pity wreſtling with her miſery, and 
it was viſible ſne was hopeleſs; ſhe ſaw, ſhe 
had nothing in heaven and earth in which a 
dreadful eternity could be ventured upon, but 
the only ſacrifice of Jeſus, and ſhe could not 
apprehend that God could be pleaſed to look 
don upon ſuch a great ſinner, to give her 
an intereſt in Chriſt, Now ſhe gave all up, 
her hope periſhed; and ſhe did nothing but 
bewail her ſins, calling aan God to. have a 
Light fight thereof. 
Truly, this is the * ; 1 we go over to 
God in Chriſt, we muſt die to ourſelves, "i 
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Fife of gur ohn hand muſt be lofty we b 
Wt lee to every thing before the Lord Jeſus, 
Who" ſtands ang wich the arms of love 
ſtretched out, who will er * to, _ 
ſweetly embrace our ſoulss. | 

80 it Was with every one . Was erer 
t Wer to God in "Chriſt; ſo was it with 
And Cui urin Mort; when the waters did 
vover the tops of the beiglieſt mountains, 
When The could fund no reſt! for the ſoul of 
Her foot, | like Noah's Dove, God gave her an 
evertaſting reſt, againſt which che very 
of hell Kal never prevail. When ſhe 
herſelf poor and needy, God ghve her eternal 
without 


; when 
(Chriſt built a 
— of ſilver for her, wherein this name, here 

hereufter, and ithe fret diſpehſation of his 
high” and potty" dove, That rue * 


God give. Her to ſee his glory; 
us braten di entirely, 


glorified.” * LES Dorn? 

Ts fer bas che Ipirit e Chiiftiati/;rb 
think it too man for the Lord to lobk dnn 
upon ſuch a criminal; we can ny ſee into the 
deerers of God When the Myes thereof 
inan ſees thitgs quite btherwiſe dhanthle Lord. 
The great Samivi cock che eldeſt ſon of 8 
be the man; but it Was tlie meaneſt bf 
_ whom che Lon had choben to de moinced 

ing  WOYPL „ Ae 82 


dc wh it the me of love! for Catharine. 


God did look her in mercy, und Ouriſt 


told her ſhe was his. She was ſet at large, 
the Redeemer Rept in for her, r non 


Bebeid 


of fitr was taken away. 


\ 


Was taken away; the threatenitigs of the 


| was her gladbeſs ahbut eternity, and 


in ie ConverBok of "AC. Merks. 


2 


Bchoſd a deeply Ighorart perſon, who knew 


12 ſhe had à Konſciente, neither che Gifferenet 


between man and Heaft, àzud Was ignorant of 
a hell; Hur how, ä Tough 


fuch a manner as is according to the word of 
God ald the ekpefle 2 all Ehriſtians, 
fit was brought froh the power of Sata tothe 
Kingdom df God's Be fon, and tren. dare 
heſs to Gd marvellous lig "LI 1 1 £ 
"Tt is neecleſs to repe ths emete bers 
and there inſerted in this Work ; the reader may 
judge ir therein is found any "hit chert con. 
tratlicts Her cotiverſion. eee 


Happy was ſhe alteady : the ſting f Peitb 


enemy could no more lay hold on bet, 


before her converfion eternity was cok hm $3 


to her: 2 death was horrible to her before 
her convikkion, the more to be wondered at 
qifiztneſs 
of mind about her temporal death. Death, 
faid ſhe, Was for her no more h, but 4 
door to everlaſting life: The faid t not only 
with | her mouth, but her whole f Benarsees 
confitmed it. When ſhe was ſutnmonel o 
Saturday in e open air; to appear the | 
— to be executed, not the leaſt feat 


in her; à changin ging of countebance 
Was en in her indeed, But it was joy and 


gladneſs, and we may ſay of her as David ſaid 
to God of himſelf, lie lad Furned his otras 


erde e rej OY; 
every beholder were fixed upon 
Her Wen the appeared the Scaffold, but 


none perceived the leaſt diſquietude of mind in 
x 1 Ws 111 
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3 ſhe, was in a perfect 1 of! 
heart, the lingering moments were too tedi- 
dus to her: but if upon the Scaffold any 
affection was to be ſeen in 1 it was ber long 
ing for eternity. Lye wth $. 
It is not without reaſon alerted, that. when. 
a Chriſtian: is enabled by God. to believe 
firmly, he cannot but long for eternity; but 
a few reaſons there are which cauſed her to 
long above other Chriſtians. She was now 
upon the place where ſhe was to die; the 
puniſhment of her crimes, which had been only 
repreſented to her before, was now. with the 
inramy, pain, and all the horrors. that accom- 
pany ſuch a death, . ſtrait before her eyes; but 


te ſting was taken away: now ſhe ſtood in 


that juncture of time wherein, if Jeſus had not 
redeemed her, ſhe.. ſhould. have ſunk. into a 
horrible hell. Now, ſhe, was ſure to obtain a 
glorious Heaven as ſoon as the ſoul was 


ſeparated from her body: ſhe ſaw. ſhe did not 
deſerve Heaven, 


hut eternal damnation, on 
whoſe brink ſhe ſhould have been ſtanding 
now, if Jeſus had not been hers. What could 
2 work in her but an unutterable thank - 

fulneſs; and what could proceed from it but 
the utmoſt longings to 5 and glorify her 
benefactor for ſuch a heavenly bleſſing, con- 
ferred on ſuch an unworthy one? this cauſed a 
quiet and ſerene mind, and was viſible in her 


pan. the Scaffold. 
Unbelief, that ſlandereth the deeds of God's 


converted. people, may aſcribe the very deeds 


of Chriſt. to Belzebub, bring in againſt the 


ques frame of this pious ſoul, a ſubtile pre- 
| _ 7: 
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tence: the thankfulneſs of Catharine, ſaid he, 
muſt have broke out upon the Scaffold in re- 
joicings and ſongs, if ſhe had been converted: 
others, (who they ſay are apt to believe in her 
converſion) think it would have been no wonder 
if ſhe had broke out in rejoicings; but God 
did not pleaſe it ſhould be lo. 
. Raſh judgment indeed! not diſtinguiſhing” 
the cauſe rightly: we have heard of rejoicings 
in the Martyrs, but this woman ſuffered 
for her ſins and treſpaſſes, not in the cauſe 
of God and for his glory, It is true, the ſting 
of Death was taken away, but ſhe ſaw her 
guilt and treſpaſſes much clearer than if ſhe had 
died blind and unconverted. She had ſinned, 
and was about. to receive the puniſhment; 
what could converſion work in ber, but a free 
confeſſion ? ſhe confeſſed her crimes willingly 
and without reſerve, though ſhe ſaid, ſhe had 
no ſins, becauſe Jeſus had covered the ſame; 
ſhe ſhewed clearly ſhe was ſenſible of her ſin, be- 
cauſe ſhe had a deſire to aſk pardon for the lies 
ſpoken to the court” before her converſion ; and 
ſhe bewailed the ſame with a flood of tears, 
and further, as ſhe ſaid, good people take 
example from me, &c, God is a God of 
order, never calling evil good: and what greater 
rejoicings can we expect of ſuch a one who 
died a criminal, though converted, than that ſhe 
cried out, as ſhe really did, my ſins are for- 
given me, and my unrighteouſheſsi is covered! 
The quietneſs of her mi rejoiced and 
amazed every one that ſaw. her die; if we 
attend to her Le che Scaffold, x 
tne 


— 
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the whole of the laſt morning, nothing | is more 
evident than a converſion 

But if fo be, the work had not been 5 
cleared up in her laſt moments, it would be 
no evidence at all that ſhe died graceleſs ; but 
this was perfectly cleared up, not in a wild or 
looſe manner, but ſtill and ſerene. She ſaw on 

one fide her fins, and the puniſhment ſhe was 

to Sa and on the other hand, God's mercy; 
what could this work in her but calmneſs. of 
mind, a ſitting loſe to this life, and a longing to 
be with Jeſus; and theſe three things were 
found in her. 

Abraham ſaid to Dives, if they. do not hear 
. Moſes and the Prophets, they will not believe tho" one 
roſe from the dead: truly it is ſo! the Almighty . 
had manitetted in a moſt, convincing manner, 
by words and deeds, that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
in the fleſn; do natural men believe this? they 
confeſs it with the mouth; but when the con- 
feſſion is made through the ſpirit he is no longer 
a natural man, becauſe every ſpirit, ſaith St. John, 
that confeſſed that Feſus Chri it is come in the fleſh 
- 4s of God. 
A Chriſtian knoweth full well, unbelief will 
never ceaſe to make objections ; but he cares 
little for it, when all is right betwixt God and 
his ſoul z and it will be far from him to doubt 
the glorious reſt of Auna Catlarina Mert. 

Truly the Lord has glorified himſelf in her, 
the Angels of Heaven have ſung praiſes unto 
God „er it“, and the free grace of God in the 

. converſion 


atF Iti is — to * obſery —— wonderfully the Lord 
was pleaſed to work upon the minds of ſeveral of his peo- 
| 2 


nn the Converſion of A. C. Merks, 3g 


converſion of Ania Catharina Merks, is a ſhin- 
ing Jewel in the crown of Jeſus's merits. 

She liveth before the throne of God, and 
ſings for ever praiſes to her dear Redeemer, 
Jehovah Jeſus. Amen. 


ple in the time this priſoner was under conviction ; ſeveral 


perſons that had never ſeen her, but hearing what a work 
there was upon her ſoul, were conſtrained to wreſtle with 
God in her behalf, and more than one received an anſwer 
from the Lord, by which they were enabled to believe 
that the Lord would convert her. But one inſtance I can- 
not paſs over in filence, knowing it to be true. A poor. 
Chriſtian woman, highly favoured of the Lord, who hard- 


EN ly ever heard any thing of the priſoner, was wonderfully 


conſtrained to think of her as ſhe was fitting, in her own 
room, the day before ſhe was executed ; — knowing no · 


thing of her converſion, but only that ſhe was to die the 


following day, wiſhed in her heart that God would be 
leaſed to * poor priſoner out of ſoul-darkneſs into 


bis marvellous light ; and inſtantly darted powerfully thoſe 
words into her ſoul. ® She ſhall need no candle, neither 


light of the Sun, for the Lord God giveth her light, and 


ſhe ſhall reign for ever andever : and the woman believed 
that ſhe was converted, or ſhould be fo before ſhe died. 

It is obſervable, that the room wherein the priſoner was 
at that time, was underground, ſo that night and day, all 
the light ſhe had was by a candle. 


* Rev. xxii. LL 
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